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A 2020 vision 

In December, the Sea Turtle Preserva-
tion Society welcomed three new mem-
bers to our board of 
directors. Christina 
Barbour, Kris Baker 
and Elizabeth Pur-
cell begin their 

terms this month. 

Also at our annual 
meeting in Decem-
ber, members 
watched a presen-
tation that reviewed 
STPS highlights for 
2019 and some 
goals for the future. 
The full presenta-
tion is available on the members only 

section of the STPS website.  

To access this new feature of the web-
site, use this link: http://

seaturtlespace-
coast.org/member-

only-content/  

When members click 
on this link, they will 
be asked to log into 
their membership 
account (not a volun-
teer account). It dis-
plays a blank screen 
after signing in, but 
refresh the page and 
it will pop up. For 
questions, please 
contact the STPS 

membership director at                    

membership@seaturtlespacecoast.org. 

Some highlights of 2019 

• Membership increased to 789 memberships with 1,354 total members 

• Offered Educational Programs for school children, adults, and visitors 

• Opened a new Education / Retail Location in Port Canaveral 

• Purchased and installed new 
Membership Software 

• Participated in 52 Community 
Events 

• Continued to offer a very robust 
Volunteer Program  

• Sea Turtle Nesting Surveys docu-
mented a record-breaking season! 

• Our Night Walk program educated more than 1,200 guests 

• Transport program continued (first program of it’s kind in Florida) 

• Active rescue program that 
helped many turtles start on 
the road to recovery 

• Our Turtle Krawl 5K race 
generated over $65K for 
special projects 

• Dori Hughes named a local 
‘Cox Conserves Heroes’ 
and wins $10,000 for STPS  

• Major Amendment of By-
laws 

• Donations Given: 

 — $25,000 Supporting Brevard 
Zoo’s Sea Turtle Healing Center 

— $10,000 to local turtle re-
search transmitters 

 

Goals for the future 
• New STPS home, including edu-

cation and meeting spaces, ex-
hibits, museum and extended 
subject classes 

• Increased member involvement, 
including adding more member 
coordinator positions and re-
vamping membership program 
and benefits 

• Increased community support 

• Revisiting lighting and boating 
issues 

• Cultivate government relations 

• Partner with other environmental 
groups 
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Stay connected with STPS 

Website: seaturtlespacecoast.org.  

Here you’ll find our Loggerhead Lowdown blog, calendar of 

events and other information for members and volunteers. 

On social media, you can keep up with STPS, the Turtle 

House Gift Shop, and the Turtle Krawl 5K on Facebook and 

Instagram. 

Facebook: Sea Turtle Preservation Society. You can also 

keep up with what’s happening at the gift shop by liking STPS 

Turtle House Gift Shop on Facebook. 

Instagram: seaturtleps.  

For questions, contact news@seaturtlespacecoast.org. 

Have you visited the Log-

gerhead Lowdown blog 

recently? This blog features 

posts on a wide variety of 

topics of interest to our mem-

bers: information on nesting 

season, STPS events and 

programs, conservation, and 

sustainability. The blog can 

be found on our website: 

seaturtlespacecoast.org. 

You can subscribe to the 

blog on the website as well.  

Resolve to get involved 

It’s the perfect time to become a more active member of the Sea 

Turtle Preservation Society. No matter what your abilities or sched-

ule, STPS has room for you to play a role in fulfilling our mission to 

help sea turtles survive. Please check out our Loggerhead Low-

down blog found on the website, seaturtlespacecoast.org, in 

the coming weeks for more information on how to get started 

volunteering and what opportunities our different programs 

offer. 

If you’d like to participate in a permitted activity such as nesting sur-

veys or night walks, or participate in educational outreach, please 

contact our volunteer director at volunteer@seaturtlespacecoast.org 

to get started in the right direction.  

Several positions on STPS committees also are open, including the 

membership, events and fundraising committees. For more infor-

mation, contact the volunteer director by email at                           

volunteer@seaturtlespacecoast.org. Volunteers also are needed for 

fundraising events, the port kiosk and the annual Turtle Krawl race.  

Attending monthly membership meetings, participating in monthly 

beach cleanup efforts, and attending fundraising events also helps 

support our mission to help sea turtles survive. So make this the 

year you step up and get more involved. 



Nesting Surveys 

Training for new and returning volunteers for 
nesting surveys begins in March. New volun-
teers may attend one of three training classes 
from 10 a.m. to noon on either March 7, 14 or 
21 at the Turtle House, 111 S. Miramar Ave., 
Indialantic. Returning survey volunteers need 
to attend training class from 10 a.m. to noon 
March 28 at the David R. Schechter Communi-
ty Center, 1089 S. Patrick Drive, Satellite 
Beach. Please register for these classes on 
the STPS website to attend. 
 

Volunteers 

The annual STPS Volunteer Fair will be from 
11a.m. to 2 p.m. Feb. 22 in Room 109 adjoin-
ing the Turtle House gift shop and offices, 111 
S. Miramar Ave. in Indialantic. Please stop by 
to learn more about the opportunities available 
and get your questions answered. 

 

Night Walks 

Training for the upcoming season of night 
walks will begin soon. Night walks are offered 
to the public in June and July on several differ-
ent beaches. New volunteers will need to reg-
ister online for an annual night walk training 
session. Training is scheduled from 1 to 3 p.m. 
on March 14 or April 11 at the Satellite Beach 
Public Library, 751 Jamaica Blvd. To register, 
go to seaturtlespacecoast.org. 
 

Membership 

The members only section of the STPS web-
site is now available. To access this new fea-
ture of the website, use this link: http://
seaturtlespacecoast.org/member-only-content/ 
When members click on this link, they will be 
asked to log into their membership account 
(not a volunteer account). It displays a blank 
screen after signing in, but refresh the page 
and it will pop up. For questions, please con-
tact the STPS membership director at      
membership@seaturtlespacecoast.org 

—Jax Maisto, 
Membership Director 

 

Fundraising 

BlueDog Give Back Partnership 

In 2019, we 
partnered with 
BlueDog a 
merchant 
processing 
company lo-
cated in Vero 
Beach. We are 
one of their 
Give Back 
Partners 
where mer-
chants can 
choose STPS 
to the be the 
recipient of recurring donations. BlueDog then 
donates 5 percent of the net revenue earned 
from processing their business’s payments to 
the organization they choose.  

Sea Life Love Bag Partnership 
We recently partnered with a local company, 
Sea Life Love, which created a tote bag that is 
made of 100 percent cotton that is washable, 
biodegradable and eco-friendly. The artwork 
on the bag was done by a local artist from 

Satellite Beach. These bags are also made 
here in Florida! With the purchase of each bag, 
the purchaser can choose STPS to receive 12 
percent of each bag profits.  

Our Florida Beer Company Fundraiser was 
every Tuesday in October. We received 50 
percent of the happy hour proceeds and 100 
percent of the raffle proceeds. Our total re-
ceived was more than $800. 

Our Buffalo Wild Wings Fundraiser on Nov. 15 
offered raffle items along with receiving 10 
percent of total bills for a 12-hour window. We 
collected $200+ in raffle donations and $300+ 
in donations from bills. 

Our Turtles & Brews Fundraiser on Dec. 1 at 
Intracoastal Brewing Company had a great 
turnout on a beautiful day. We had $2,300+ 
from merchandise and raffle items. 

Events & Fundraising Recap of 2019 

We had another amazing year in 2019 for 
events. We broke another record for the 
amount of events that we participated in with 
52 events. In 2018, we ended the year with a 
total of 29 events. Four of the events were 
multiple day events (two or three day events).  
We had 8 new events that we participated in. 
Ten of these events were fundraising events 
this year, and we had three new fundraising 
events.  

Event & Fundraising volunteers reached more 
than 800 hours this year. By the end of 2019, 
we will have raised $17,000+ through mer-
chandise, donations, or fundraising efforts. 
The month with the most events was October 
this year with a total of 17 events. This ac-
counts for a new event we participated in at 
Brevard Zoo called Boo at the Zoo, which was 
every Friday-Sunday for three weeks in Octo-
ber. Our second busiest month for events was 
a tie between April and November with 6 
events in each month.  

We are excited to see STPS grow and contin-
ue with partners. If you have a company that 
would like to become a partner with STPS, 
please contact Noelle (Director of Events & 
Fundraising)                                                    
at fundraising@ seaturtlespacecoast.org.  

We are looking for individuals that are interest-
ed in helping to expand STPS’s fundraising 
efforts. We are currently looking for multiple 
volunteers to help out with a gala we are plan-
ning for 2021. Right now, we are looking for 
individuals able to help with the following: 
sponsorships coordinating, small-business and 
corporate levels, Gala volunteer coordinating, 
entertainment coordinating, marketing coordi-
nating, raffle/silent auction coordinating and 
decorating coordinating. 

—Noelle Villanueva, 
 Director of Fundraising/Events 
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What’s happening in STPS 

Our 2019 

 Volunteer of the 

Year is  

Sylvia Bryan 

 and our  

Rookie  

of the Year is 

 Joel Cohen.  

mailto:fundraising@seaturtlespacecoast.org


February 

6 Monthly Meeting from 7:30 to 9 p.m., 
at Pelican Beach Clubhouse, 1525 Hwy 
A1A in Satellite Beach. Doors open at 7 
p.m. Guest speaker will be Nick Sanzone, 
Environmental Projects Director for Satel-
lite Beach. 
 

8 Monthly Beach Cleanup from 8 to 10 
a.m. at Coconut Point Park in Melbourne 
Beach and Cherie Down Park and Beach 
in Cape Canaveral. 
 

8 Turtle Talk 101 will be from 2 to 3:30 
p.m. at the Merritt Island Public Library, 
1195 S. Courtenay Parkway. Register 
online or as a walk-in from 1:30 to 2 p.m. 
The presentation will last about an hour 
with questions afterward. Presentations 
are free and open to the public. For ques-
tions, contact                                        
education@ seaturtlespacecoast.org. 

12 STPS Board meets at 6:30 p.m. in 
Room 109 next to Turtle House Gift 
Shop, 111 S. Miramar Ave. in Indialantic. 
Meetings open to active members only. 

 

15 Ocean Treasures Festival will be 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Barrier Is-
land Center, 8385 S. Hiwy. A1A.  STPS 
will have a booth at this event. 

 

22 STPS Volunteer Fair will be from 

11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Room 109 adjoining 
the Turtle House gift shop, 111 S. 
Miramar Ave. in Indialantic. Stop by to 
see what opportunities are available. 

 

March 

5 Monthly Meeting from 7:30 to 9 p.m., 
at Pelican Beach Clubhouse, 1525 Hwy 
A1A in Satellite Beach. Doors open at 7 
p.m.  
 

7 Monthly Beach Cleanup beginning at 
8 a.m. at Coconut Point Park in Mel-
bourne Beach and Cherie Down Park and 
Beach in Cape Canaveral. 

7 Turtle Talk 101 will be from 2 to 3:30 
p.m. at the Cape Canaveral Public Li-
brary, 201 Polk Ave. Register online or as 
a walk-in from 1:30 to 2 p.m. The presen-
tation will last about an hour with ques-
tions afterward. Presentations are free 
and open to the public. For questions, 
contact                                                
education@ seaturtlespacecoast.org. 

11 STPS Board meets at 6:30 p.m. in 
Room 109 next to Turtle House Gift 
Shop, 111 S. Miramar Ave. in Indialantic. 
Meetings open to active members only. 

 

For more upcoming events, activities 
and classes, please go to the calendar 

tab on the STPS website, sea-
turtlespacecoast.org. 

Mark Your Calendars 
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Eagle Scout Project 

Boy Scout Alex Pulczinski recently completed an Eagle Scout project to 

benefit the Sea Turtle Preservation Society. He presented his work to 

the board of directors in December 2019. He built three new stands for 

the sea turtle models in the education center at the Turtle House, three 

corn hole boards for a game to be used at educational events, two port-

able trash turtles and a desktop epoxy model that shows how balloons 

can look like jellyfish in water.   


