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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ELECTION

The election took place electronically during the 

annual membership meeting on Dec. 2, 2021.

Kelly Etherton, Diana Forman, and Noelle Villanueva 

were elected to two-year terms on the board of 

directors by the membership.



SPECIAL RECOGNITION
• Richard and Patricia Franck,

For their longtime service as stranding team members and 

hotline monitors

• Roger Pszonowsky,

For longtime service as a permit holder and board member

• Dave Cheney,

For  longtime service as a permit holder and board member

• Jax Maisto,

For  dedicated service on the board of directors



ROOKIES OF THE YEAR

Louise Schuster

Brian Thomas



VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

Sarah Tolson



2021 HIGHLIGHTS



Celebrating 35 Years

of Helping Sea Turtles Survive
In 2021, the Sea Turtle Preservation Society celebrates 35 years of protecting 

sea turtles and their habitat in Brevard County.

On May 6, 1986, the Sea Turtle Preservation Society was incorporated as a 

501(c)3 not-for-profit organization. This date marks the formal beginnings of an 

organization that had started four years earlier with a small group of 

dedicated volunteers. 

The story begins in 1982 when Peter Bandre stopped by an Indialantic beach 

and discovered dead and disoriented hatchlings in the parking lot and street.    

The event had quite an impact on him, and he sought out others helping 

these hatchlings. When he couldn’t find other agencies or conservationists, he 

obtained permits to allow the morning rescues to continue and began work 

along with others to address lighting issues.

Today, STPS continues to fulfill its mission to help sea turtles survive through 

both education and conservation programs. 



MEMBERSHIP
As of Nov. 30,  STPS has 844 

total memberships with 1,123 

members.

Starting this year, all new and 

renewing STPS members 

receive an STPS logo magnet 
and membership card in the 

mail. STPS is excited to add 

these benefits so members can 

show their support for the 

organization and its mission to 
help sea turtles survive. The 

membership card also will 

make it easy to take 

advantage of discounts 
available to STPS members. 



VOLUNTEERS

With more than 450 active volunteers now supporting 

our STPS mission, 2021 was the time to revamp our 

volunteer process. STPS volunteer coordinator Sarah 

Tolson and her team worked hard to create a 

streamlined process to meet both the needs of the 

organization and the volunteers. 

Through November, volunteers have recorded

9,885.83 hours in 2021, which are valued at 

$244,080.77. 



The STPS education program has been 

awarded a $7,500 grant through the Sea Turtle 

Grants Program to update and modernize the 

current education center at the Turtle House in 

Indialantic. The redesign features interactive 

displays that guide visitors through the life cycle 

of a sea turtle and the ways in which STPS helps 

sea turtles survive. To date, new lighting and 

other electrical work has been completed, and 

the walls boast a fresh, bright coat of paint. Next 

up, and now being built, are new interactive 

areas that will function as dual display and 

storage units.

The Sea Turtle Grants Program, funded by the 

sale of Florida’s “Helping Sea Turtles Survive” 

specialty license plate, awarded more than 

$415,000 to 26 different projects benefiting 

Florida sea turtles as part of the 2021-22 grant 

funding cycle. 

EDUCATION



MONTHLY MEETINGS

At the start of the year, the STPS monthly 

meetings continued to be offered through 

Zoom but have since transitioned to in-person 

meetings.

In 2022, STPS plans to offer hybrid monthly 

meetings, where both in-person and Zoom 

options will be available in order to reach a 

wider, more diverse audience. BEACH CLEANUPS

Congratulations to the STPS beach 

cleanup team on earning the 

Outstanding Adopt-A-Shore Team Award 

from Keep Brevard Beautiful. 

For part of 2021, STPS offered beach 

cleanups as an on-your-own activity. In 

August, STPS volunteers resumed monthly 

beach cleanups at our two adopted KBB 

sites: Cherie Down Park and Coconut 

Point Park.  



NIGHT WALKS
STPS offered 35 walks during June 

and July, and guests successfully 

witnessed a nesting loggerhead 

on 28 of those dates for an 80 

percent success rate. The night 

walk team logged 2,500 hours 

during the course of the season, 

including more than 30 

volunteers who participated for 
the first time. 



This season STPS volunteers 

documented 304 total nests within our 

two-mile survey area in Cocoa Beach. 

This total included 295 loggerheads, 7 

greens, and two leatherbacks. More 

than 60 nest success evaluations were 

completed, which showed that 5,093 

hatchlings emerged from marked 

nests in our survey area this season. 

Thanks to everyone who participated 

on this season’s survey teams.

NESTING SURVEYS



STRANDING 
AND 
TRANSPORT
Dan Schaller and Ken Smith took 

over the stranding and salvage 

and transport permits in 2021. 

Volunteers on the stranding, 

transport and hotline teams kept 

busy throughout the year 

responding to calls and 

transporting injured or ill sea turtles 

to rehabilitation facilities.

Through November, volunteers 

have responded to 269 

strandings, including 101 

hatchlings, and 1,817 calls have 

been made to the STPS hotline.



EVENTS AND

FUNDRAISING

• STPS volunteers are back 

participating at outreach and 

fundraising events. 

• STPS has partnered with Fiesta 

Bar and Grill.
• Our first ever photo calendar is 

on sale now.



WORLD SEA TURTLE DAY
Each year the Sea Turtle Preservation Society celebrates World Sea 

Turtle Day on June 16, which is Archie Carr's birthday. This year, we 

decided one day – or even one week – was not enough, and 

events were planned throughout the entire month of June. Thanks 

to everyone who participated in these events and activities –

including our first ever online auction -- to support our sea turtle 

conservation efforts. 



On World Sea Turtle Day—June 16, the Brevard Zoo’s Sea Turtle 
Healing Center partnered with STPS to hold the healing center’s 
first public release in more than one year. A rare Kemp’s ridley
sea turtle named Wandering Wylie was released into the ocean 
at Lori Wilson Park in Cocoa Beach after three months of care at 
the facility. STPS volunteers were on hand at the release to 
educate the public as well as assist with crowd control. Back in 
March, STPS volunteers responded when this Kemp’s ridley sea 
turtle stranded in Cocoa Beach and got the turtle to needed care 
at the healing center. 

STPS and the Sea Turtle Healing Center also coordinated on 
several other public sea turtle releases in 2021. 



TURTLE KRAWL
This year’s event took place on Sept. 11 at Nance Park in 

Indialantic, FL, with nearly 1,000 participants crossing the 

finish line. Overall, 1,634 people registered for the event, 

including 410 that took part in the virtual race.

Thank you to our 2021 Turtle Krawl sponsors: Fiesta 

Bar&Grill, Blinds Of All Kinds, DSK Law, Islands Fish Grill, 

Absolutely Natural, Dale Sorensen Real Estate, Southern 

Cloud Solutions, Joel Likes To Photo, Buckingham Strategic 

Wealth, Animal Specialty & Emergency Center of Brevard, 

OMNI Healthcare, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Florida, 

Running Zone, Maronda Homes, APDTY.com, Turtle Island 

Natural Soap Co.

After the finish of this year’s race, STPS hosted a sea turtle 

release on the beach at Nance Park. A young juvenile 

green sea turtle, named Cousin It, was released after 

spending time recovering at the Brevard Zoo's Sea Turtle 

Healing Center after stranding March 6 at Oceanside 

Paradise Resort.



DONATIONS

AND ADOPTIONS

Through November, STPS has received 

121 donations totaling $6,537.20, not 
including Turtle Krawl donations.

The Turtle House in Indialantic and the Turtle 

Nest kiosk at Port Canaveral continue to 

operate with reduced hours in 2021 but are 

seeing an increase in visitors. 

GIFT SHOPS



The STPS Board of Directors in October approved a 

$10,000 donation to the Brevard Zoo’s Sea Turtle Healing 

Center. 

In February 2021, Jamie Aquino spoke at the STPS 

monthly meeting about her organization, Haiti Ocean 

Project. STPS collected needed items for the group 

through a donation drive at the Turtle House. 

In response to the record-breaking Texas cold-stun 

event in February 2021, the STPS Board of Directors 

approved a $1,000 donation to Sea Turtle, Inc. in South 

Padre Island to help with the sea turtle emergency.

HELPING

OTHERS



This year, the STPS Board of Directors funded two satellite 

transmitters for Dean Bagley, a researcher with the University of 

Central Florida’s Marine Turtle Research Group. STPS has 

supported Bagley’s work researching male green sea turtles for 

several years. This year, the board has named the two male 

green sea turtles being tracked with the satellite transmitters. 

The first is named Everett, in honor of longtime STPS volunteer 

Everett Tindall who turned 91 in June. The second turtle has 

been named Peter, in honor of STPS founder Peter Bandre and 

the 35th anniversary of the organization in 2021. 

The transmitters on both turtles have stopped 

transmitting. Everett’s last GPS signal was 

received on Sept. 22, 2021. Peter’s signal was 

last received on Oct. 25, 2021.



OUR MISSION: 

HELPING SEA TURTLES SURVIVE

OUR VISION: 

A WORLD WHERE SEA TURTLES THRIVE

THANK YOU


