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It’s not too late to gear up 

 for this year’s Turtle Krawl 5K 

The Turtle Krawl 5K Run/Walk is the largest 5K race in Brevard 

County. On Sept. 8, come see what all the hype is about during the 

second race of the Space Coast Runners’ Runner of the Year’s 

series. The race proceeds benefit the Sea Turtle Preservation 

Society’s work in the coming year, so lace up your running shoes 

and/or pull on your volunteer hat to help  

make this year’s race a success. 

To participate... 

Register online at turtlekrawl.com 

through Sept. 6. Or complete the official 

entry form on turtlekrawl.com and mail or 

hand deliver to the Running Zone.  

Or register for the virtual race on 

virtualstrides.com and run, walk or krawl 

your time between Sept. 8 and Sept. 30. 

To volunteer... 

More than 100 volunteers are 

needed to help before the race as 

well as on race day. Go to 

turtlekrawl.com and select the 

volunteer tab to see what’s available 

and to sign up to help make the 

event a success. 



Fall 2018 

An update from the Board... 

The Sea Turtle Preservation Society (STPS) met in November 2017 for a special workshop to 
envision where STPS wants to be five to ten years from now. The STPS Board was in 
agreement that we want to be in the Top Ten Trip Advisor Stops in Central Florida. To get there 
STPS needs to increase membership, volunteers and the fleet of rescue vehicles, expand 
education and events, and be in a permanent location — a larger STPS-owned facility that 
would include a gift shop, larger education center, museum, library and training/meeting room. 
The Building Committee is always on the lookout for properties that could meet these needs. 
STPS applied in November 2017 for a matching grant from the Sea Turtle License Plate 
Program to purchase a stranding and transporting vehicle to be used for transporting sea turtles 
in Brevard and surrounding counties. This vehicle also would support transports for FWC and 
turtle facilities. STPS was awarded grant number 18-017C in April and the vehicle, a 2017 
Dodge Grand Caravan, was purchased in June as a small step of our vision. The board 
approved the donated wrap design by David Cruey for the truck, and it was moved to its new 
base at Port Canaveral now that we have a second vehicle. David Cruey has donated a new 
design for the Dodge Caravan, and it will be put on the new vehicle pending board approval. 
The Caravan will be based at the Turtle House. 
 

Additionally, the board has approved or taken action on the following: 

• In 2018, the board is reviewing outdated board duties and responsibilities and revising 
where needed. The bylaws are also going through a review for needed revisions. The 
2017 Annual Report was completed in April and is posted on the STPS website. 

 

• Funding a transmitter for Dean Bagley’s green sea turtle research to be put on either a 
male or female adult in support of the Marine Turtle Research program. This marks the 
fifth year STPS has funded a transmitter for the program. 

• A new T-shirt and name badge for volunteers to wear when performing STPS 
responsibilities. This creates a more professional look, and STPS volunteers are more 
visible. The board also approved in December 2017 to use Volgistics and VIC software to 
manage volunteer hours and for volunteers to sign up for events. 

• A photographic/video policy in May after receiving feedback from Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Commission at the annual permit holders meeting in February 2018.  

• The board met in May 2018 for a special workshop to identify problems with the current 
website and provide what we would like to have in the redesigned website. The workshop 
resulted in a flow chart that showed recommended navigational flow of the website and 
suggested tabs for the site.   

• The board was opposed to the Cocoa Beach proposed Dog Park. The Chair sent a letter 
to the Town Manager and City Council that outlined the reasons for our opposition. Two 
board members attended the City Council meetings.  

• Participating in the 2018 Top Rated Nonprofit campaign, and it will be advertised once we 
get the STPS information and pictures updated. 

• Adding the month of August for membership meetings. 

• The board coordinator for the “Lights Out” program has begun distributing information to 
hotels and residents. The board approved to print more “After 9 it’s Turtle Time” clings and 
also approved adding magnets for this year’s program. 

• There were 10 Turtle Talk presentations, four STERP trainings, a presentation to Port 
Canaveral and Brevard County Sheriff employees, four nesting survey orientations, three 
volunteer orientations, and numerous  educational and event outreach programs done. 
There were 40 Turtle Walks in May, June and July. All of these are coordinated by a board 
member who has that specific program. 

• And last, but not least, the Turtle Krawl race is governed by the Board of Directors and 
coordinated by the race director, who is also a board member. Turtle Krawl is the largest 
5K race in Brevard County and is the largest fundraiser for STPS. STPS donates $25,000 
annually to the Sea Turtle Healing Center, located at the Brevard Zoo, as per the 
Memorandum of Agreement between the Brevard Zoo and STPS. STPS is considered a 
corporate partner of Brevard Zoo. 

— Vickie Openshaw, Board Chairperson 
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STPS PHOTOGRAPHIC/

VIDEO POLICY 

Approved by the Board of Directors 

 on March 14, 2018 

 

STPS does not condone the photo-

graphing or videoing of sea turtles, or 

other imperiled species, where the activ-

ity shown is done for entertainment val-

ue or that encourages the public to un-

dertake activities that are under state 

and federal permits.   

STPS will not publish in any communica-

tions/media format, photographs that 

contain such activities. The activity 

should not show the compromise of ac-

cepted scientific procedures, be 

“selfies,” group/family photos or similar 

noneducational purpose. Published for-

mats include all digital and print entities 

including published formats but are not 

limited to: print, newsletters (digital or 

print), blogs, Facebook©, Twitter©, 

emails, text messages, and visual 

presentations.   

Photographs, videos and presentations 

published by STPS will include an em-

bedded statement by watermark or other 

means: “This activity authorized under 

FWC MTP XX-XXX” with the xx= year. 

XXX = marine turtle permit number. 

Photographs, videos and presentations 

not having embedding capability 

(because of age, media format, and un-

known permit) will have attached to or in 

close proximity to, the statement “This 

activity authorized under FWC permit-

ting”. Permit date and number should be 

used when possible. 

Photograph associated stories should 

reinforce the need for special training 

and permits. 

STPS nesting survey volunteers Aubry 

and Stacy mark a nest as part of activ-

ities authorized under FWC MTP 18-

067. Photos that depict permitted ac-

tivities such as this should have a sim-

ilar statement attached when being 

published as outlined in the STPS 

photographic/video policy. 

This activity authorized under FWC MTP 18-067. 



Nesting Surveys 

By Aubry Forsyth 

Ever wonder how we count the number of sea 
turtle nests every season? Well, every day, a 
different team of dedicated, hardworking indi-
viduals heads to the beach. Watching the sun 
rise, listening to the waves crash, and search-
ing for seashells would be nice. However, the 
sea turtle nesting surveyors have no time for 
that. They must scour the sand for any turtle 
tracks they see, all while battling the intense 
heat and humidity. Whether it’s a nest or a 
false crawl, the teams must record everything. 
As you can see, with nesting season in full 
swing, the teams have been quite busy. Here 
are the current nest numbers (as of Aug. 25): 
Loggerheads, 258; Greens, 3. 

Events 

So far in 2018, STPS has held 16 events with 
an event almost every month. April has been 
the busiest month so far with seven events. 
Painting with a Twist on June 17 was a sold-
out event with total donations of $2,450. Paint-
ing with a Twist in Melbourne chooses an or-
ganization every few months to donate the 
entire profit from the event to the organization. 
Recent record-breaking events include: 
Melbourne Beach Founder’s Day on May 5 
with almost $1,500 in donations and sales; 
and the Titusville Sea Turtle Festival on 
June 8 and 9 has been our biggest record 
breaking event to date with two-day sales 
totaling $1,857. 

Some upcoming events that STPS will be at 
include Wild about Nature from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Sept. 22; IRL Science Festival from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Oct. 27; Satellite Beach Found-

er’s Day from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Nov. 3; Native 
Rhythms Festival on Nov. 10; and Hoot in the 
Park, Nov. 17. To help with any of these 
events sign up on VIC or contact Noelle Vil-
lanueva at events@seaturtlespacecoast.org. 

—Noelle Villanueva, Event Coordinator 
 

Night Walks 

This year’s 40 night walks took place from May 
through July in three locations throughout 
Brevard County. Twenty-seven new volunteers 
joined those returning volunteers to educate 
guests about sea turtles and the loggerhead 
nesting process. The walks this season drew 
guests from far and wide, including 31 different 
states as well as 20 groups who traveled from 
eight different countries to participate in a night 
walk and perhaps see a loggerhead nest on 
our beaches, according to permit holder Craig 
Konkel. 

—Susan Skinner 
 

Membership 

STPS had 719 active members at the end of 
July 2018 with 22 new members joining in the 
previous 30 days. 

— Jacqueline Maisto,  
Membership Coordinator 

Please use smile.amazon.com to support the 
Sea Turtle Preservation Society when you 
shop online. And ask your friends and family to 
smile for STPS, too. 

     The Sea Turtle Preserva-
tion Society will soon be riding 
high in its newly acquired 
vehicle, a 2017 Dodge Grand 
Caravan. With just 7,000 
miles on its odometer, the van 
fit the specifications given to 
Linda Kay Motors assisting 
our organization in its search.  
A matching grant from the 
Sea Turtle Conservancy made 
this purchase possible. Given 
that the Conservancy receives 
funding from the Florida Sea 
Turtle License Plate Program, 
it seems especially appropri-
ate that it is helping sea turtles 
by putting another vehicle on 
the road to transport them in 
their time of distress.   
   Roger Pszonowsky applied 
for the grant on a 50/50 share 
basis. The request was made 
to acquire a minivan not more 
than two years old, and adapt 
it for the organization’s needs 
at a total cost of $19,900.   
The Conservancy’s granting 
of nearly $10,000 to the pro-

ject shows its commitment to 
our organization, not just to 
provision of funds to govern-
ment entities for research and 
conservation efforts.  
     The current Sea Turtle 
Space Coast truck has been 
relocated to Port Canaveral 
for use by the Transport and 
Stranding Team on the north 
end of the area. About 30 
percent of the live turtles 
transported come from the 
port area. The 10-year-old 
truck has only about 60,000 
mileage so it should be of use 
several more years despite 
some undercarriage wear.  
The 2017 van will be kept at 
the Indialantic location for 
stranding, transport and event 
needs. While most use is 
within the county, some trans-
ports must be taken to the 
west coast of Florida. There 
have also been occasions 
when travel to the Keys or to 
Georgia have been part of the 
itinerary. Our efforts are 

sometimes coordinated with 
neighboring sea turtle volun-
teer organizations or helping 
out the Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commission. 
Roger describes us as “the 
Lyft of the turtle world.”   
    After being purchased in 
early July, the vehicle was 
adapted for the organization’s 
use. A backup camera and 
capability of hands free talking 
by phone were added. Also, a 
curtain was installed between 
the turtle compartment and 
the driver so that tempera-
tures can be regulated sepa-
rately for each area.  
Finally, a wrap is being de-
signed by David Cruey, a local 
Eau Gallie artist, to provide 
identification and advertise-
ment space. Anyone wishing 
to make a contribution toward 
the project or a business 
wanting to be listed on the 
vehicle as a sponsor should 
email Roger:      
er@seaturtlespacecoast.org. 
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What’s happening in STPS 

Providing a ‘Lyft’ to Sea Turtles 

By Sallie Kahler 

During the later 
part of the 
summer, nest-
ing survey vol-
unteers keep 
an eye out for 
hatchlings as 
well as new 
nests. 



   Stop Sucking… 

                 And Skip The Straw    

By Becky Aud 
 

It sounds humorous, even odd, but drinking straws are actually a serious problem.  By 2050 there will 
be more plastic in the oceans than fish and other marine life.  Already, 71 percent of sea birds and 30 
percent of sea turtles have some kind of plastic in their stomachs. This ingested plastic increases the 
mortality rate by 50 percent. These are astounding and depressing facts; however, there is something 
we can do to deter this bleak future. “Stop Sucking” and “Skip the Straw” are both campaigns taking 
action against plastic pollution – starting with the drinking straw. 
Why start with the straw? The United States alone consumes 500 million straws each day – most end-
ing up in the oceans. Once there, they pepper shore lines and travel the ocean currents as marine de-
bris where they are mistaken for food by marine life. Plastic straws have been found in the stomachs of 
fish, marine mammals and birds, or painfully jammed into the orifices of smaller marine 
life. Furthermore, these straws gradually break down into microplastics that leach toxins into the water 
and blanket the seafloor. Reducing the footprint of plastic straws is a very effective way to start improv-
ing the health of the world’s oceans. 
I’m not saying you need to “suck” it up and never use a straw again. There are many alternatives from 
which to choose… from durable and reusable straws to naturally biodegradable single-use straws. 
If you are looking for a straw that is durable and reusable, then metal, stainless steel, bamboo, glass or 
silicone straws are options. Though these materials do not create all the same issues as plastic, keep in 
mind that some may present their own issues when it comes time to replace or discard them.   
*Metal/Stainless Steel: These are nearly indestructible. They usually come in a set that includes a 
cleaning brush so you can easily ensure good sanita-
tion. You can purchase these from STPS at the Tur-
tle House Gift Shop. Straws, cleaning brushes and 
handmade cloth straw bags are $2 each. Straws are 
available in two lengths: 10.5 inches (fits 30-ounce Yeti 
cup) and 8.5 inches (fits 20-ounce Yeti cup). 
* Bamboo: Bamboo is the fastest growing plant on 
Earth. It can grow anywhere from 3 to 5 feet per year 
making it one of the most sustainable materials availa-
ble.   
* Glass: These are great for those who prefer to see 
through the straw. They can be very pretty, but you will 
need to show caution as they are glass. Additionally, 
glass is not usually allowed in pool areas or on beaches. 
* Silicone: This is a relatively safe material; however, it 
is a nonrenewable, lab-created substance. Silicone is a 
friendlier option than plastic straws, but not as friendly 
as other options. 
If you are looking for more fun and innovative single use 
straws, then paper, edible, pasta, straw and ice straws are sure to suit your fancy. They are all biode-
gradable to boot! 
* Paper: These are rigid enough not to totally break down in your drink; though some may get a little 
soggy. They are 100 percent compostable. 
* Edible: Made by Loli Straws, these are actually edible, hyper compostable, marine degradable straws 
made from seaweed-based material. They are bright and cheerful, and come in a variety of flavors. 
* Pasta: Yes, pasta! Pasta straws are made with flour and water, which makes them composta-
ble. They’re edible too, though I still prefer to eat mine cooked with sauce on top. 
*Straw: Straw straws sounds redundant, but these drinking straws are actually hay, which is a grass 
that is grown, harvested and cut by hand. They keep their original color, structure and naturalness with-
out chemicals and bleach.  They are also compostable. 
* Ice: Yes, ICE! Keep your beverage cold while you’re sipping. Ice straw molds are made of silicone, 
which are filled with water and frozen. The molds are available for retail sale, and you can make as 
many as you would like from the comfort of your own home. 
So, what are you waiting for? It’s all about the turtles, right? Show your love for sea turtles, our oceans 
and marine life by choosing an alternative.  Any way you go, stop sucking and skip the plastic straws. 

 September 

6 Monthly membership meeting from 7 
to 9 p.m., with presentation beginning at 
7:30 p.m., at Pelican Beach Clubhouse, 
1495 Hwy A1A, in Satellite Beach.  

15 Coastal Cleanup beginning at 8 a.m. 
at Coconut Point Park in Melbourne 
Beach and Cherie Down Park and Beach 
in Cape Canaveral. 

October 

4 Monthly membership meeting from 7 to 
9 p.m., with presentation beginning at 
7:30 p.m., at Pelican Beach Clubhouse, 
1495 Hwy A1A, in Satellite Beach. 
 

6 Monthly beach cleanup from 8 to 10 
a.m. at Coconut Point Park in Melbourne 
Beach and Cherie Down Park and Beach 
in Cape Canaveral, as part of the Keep 

Brevard Beautiful Adopt-a-Shore project. 
 

November 

1 Monthly membership meeting from 7 to 
9 p.m., with presentation beginning at 
7:30 p.m., at Pelican Beach Clubhouse, 
1495 Hwy A1A, in Satellite Beach. 

3 Monthly beach cleanup from 8 to 10 
a.m. at Coconut Point Park in Melbourne 
Beach and Cherie Down Park and Beach 
in Cape Canaveral, as part of the Keep 
Brevard Beautiful Adopt-a-Shore project. 

 

December 

8 Monthly beach cleanup from 8 to 10 
a.m. at Coconut Point Park in Melbourne 
Beach and Cherie Down Park and Beach 
in Cape Canaveral, as part of the Keep 
Brevard Beautiful Adopt-a-Shore project. 

Mark Your Calendars 
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