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Mission: Helping Sea Turtles Survive

From Endangered to Threatened: A
Triumph for the Greens
by Autumn J. Faulkner

I

n 1978, green sea turtles were listed as an endangered
species under the Endangered Species Act. Their future
looked bleak. Scientists were not optimistic about the fate
of these gravely endangered animals. Their nesting
grounds were decreasing, they were drowning in fishing nets
and they were being hunted exhaustively for their meat and
eggs.
Over the past thirty years, through tremendous efforts to
conserve them and by being protected as an endangered
species, green sea turtle numbers have been increasing. From
just a few handfuls of nests recorded in the 1980s, today they
nest on Brevard beaches in the thousands. As of late August,
1,295 green nests were counted in the sands of Archie Carr
National Wildlife Refuge.
As of May 6, 2016, Florida’s green sea turtles have now been
reclassified as threatened. Green sea turtles that nest along the
Pacific coast of Mexico are also reclassified as threatened. This
is excellent news and a direct reflection of the collaborative

work to conserve these majestic creatures on the local, state
and federal level. Through collaborative efforts between groups
like UCF Marine Turtle Research Group (MTRG), Sea Turtle
Preservation Society (STPS) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, a species that was being decimated a few decades ago
now has a chance.
However, their newly-changed status does not erase the grave
threats they face and the new status does not change the rules
and regulations
in place to
protect these
creatures.
Escape hatches
in shrimping
nets are still
required. The
long-line
fishing rules
still apply.
Photo by: Carol Hansen
Permits for
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certain actions, such as dredging, are still needed. These
animals are by no means out of danger.
A growing concern in Florida has been the increase in
fibropapillomatosis (FP) over the years. This disabling disease,
which is specific to sea turtles, is thought to be caused by a
virus. Turtles with FP develop external tumors in the soft tissue
and sometimes between scutes. The fibropapilloma tumors may
grow large enough to obstruct swimming and feeding and
obscure vision. Though this disease has been observed in all
species except leatherbacks, green sea turtles are especially
affected. Dr. Kate Mansfield, UCF head of MTRG and sea turtle
biologist, has been keeping a wary eye on this threat. She is
planning a new research project, analyzing gene expression
among turtles that have the fibropapillomas and those that do
not. Working with a geneticist and disease ecologist from the
UCF biology department, the two scientists will look at a variety
of different things, both genetically as well as in terms of their
stable isotope signatures. Stable isotope analysis reveals what
the animal had been eating or encountering at a certain time
before the tissue sample was taken.
A health assessment in the Indian River Lagoon (IRL) is also
planned. Dr. Mansfield and her students want to find out if there
may be an environmental component in the lagoon, where
juvenile greens are often found foraging. The health assessment
research will also
delve into the
presence of algal
blooms in the IRL
and how that may
be affecting green
sea turtles.
Another potent
threat to green sea
turtle health is the presence of plastic pollution in their systems.
Plastic pollution is an ever-increasing problem. Beach cleans and
cutting down on plastic use are vital.
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Green sea turtles also become entangled in fishing gear and are
struck by boat propellers. As these creatures are oceanic and
venture
great
distances,
they
encounter
further
threats, such
as poaching.
The research
and
monitoring MTRG conducts continues to provide further
insights into these threats, and into the still-mostly mysterious
lives of these creatures. Recently, UCF and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service reached an agreement to establish a permanent
conservation facility in Brevard County.
UCF’s vital research has been pivotal and will continue to be so.
This official agreement will ensure UCF’s foothold for the next
40 years and beyond. This is another triumph for greens and the
rest of Brevard’s nesting turtles.
I am always struck with awe when I encounter a coy green
swimming in the ocean nearby, pausing at the surface for a few
breaths. Sometimes, he will peep over at me, those deep
winsome eyes shining. The moment lingers for a few seconds
and we just watch each other. Then the marine reptile
effortlessly vanishes and I am left in the somber silence of his
absence. I smile to myself, though, as I know I will see him again.

For references used in this article and others, please look at the
reference page at the end of the newsletter.
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One in a Thousand Turtles Project
by Nini Conner

A

picture is worth a thousand words, so the saying goes,
but we think it is worth a thousand turtles. That is why we
wanted to create a visual of a rather grim statistic
concerning sea turtle hatchlings. For years, sea turtles have
been listed on the threatened or endangered species list.
Through natural predators and man, the survival rate of sea
turtles and their hatchlings has been a source of concern to all
stewards of the planet.
Newly hatched sea turtles emerge from their beach nests and
have to find their way to the sea. Improper beach lighting can
disorient the hatchlings and make this trek more difficult or
impossible. Also, they are exposed to predators such as birds,
crabs, raccoons, and ants. Even after making it to the sea, they
are hunted by birds and larger marine life. Entering the water
begins a “swimming frenzy” that could last for several days. To
survive, the hatchlings must reach the seaweed floating many
miles offshore. It is here that there is a food supply and relative
safety for the hatchlings.
Plastic, tar and fishing line can also impede the progress of the
baby sea turtle. The odds against survival are very steep for a
recently hatched sea turtle. Data is not exact on a hatchling’s
chances, but it is commonly held that only one out of every
thousand hatchlings survive to maturity. Since a mature adult
female can lay approximately 100 eggs at a time, that would
mean, at best, one hatchling out of every ten nests might make
it to adulthood. Scientists estimate that it could be as few as
one in 10,000 that actually survives.
It was the goal of this project to produce a visual representation
of the sea
turtle
hatchlings’
odds. Nini
Conner
designed
the
pattern for
the turtles.
Jo-Ellen
Mathews
Figure 1Photo by: Autumn J. Faulkner

photographed the steps in folding the turtles to post online and
gave workshops at STPS and the Barrier Island Center on how to
fold the turtles. Many other volunteers helped in the folding
and hanging of the turtles. The project created one thousand
origami turtles.

Individuals, Brevard County schools, and several groups assisted
in this endeavor. The finished turtles were hung from the ceiling
of the new education center for the soft opening at STPS’s
celebration of World Sea Turtle Day on June 18, 2016.
One origami sea turtle picked at random is featured as the
“survivor” with the remainder acting as a visual representation
of the plight of the hatchlings. It is one thing to be told a
statistic; it is another to actually see it. As an art project, it was
the hope that, while folding, the volunteers can be mindful of
the survival of a species.
This project has spread to the Barrier Island Center, the Brevard
Zoo and other groups in the US and abroad. We hope it
continues to grow and spread the message. Copies of the
origami pattern can be downloaded from the STPS website,
printed,
and
folded at
home.
You
could
also use
origami
paper,
design
your
own, or
Photo by: Jo-Ellen Matthews
even
recycle
used wrapping paper. Stop by the new education center to view
them while they are still up or create your own 1000. Happy
folding!

Kids!
Visit the last page of this newsletter
to print out this edition’s featured
one in a thousand. Print it, color it,
fold it, and have your parents send
a picture of your “one in a
thousand” for a chance to be
featured in the next newsletter!
For additional turtle templates click
here
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Next Stop…Education Station
by Jill A. Lankford

A

ll aboard! The Sea Turtle Preservation Society has a new
education center. This interactive learning space
provides a great lasting impression on anyone who
comes inside. The Center has only been open for a few months,
but “is a much anticipated addition” says Nikia Rice, Director of
Education at STPS. It is clear to see how much this means to
Nikia. Experiencing first-hand the look on her face as she lights
up while teaching shows what a fruitful endeavor this is for
STPS. On this day Nikia is presenting to a group of Girl Scouts
known as the Citrus Troop 1140. These seasoned pioneers were
attentive and willing to share their own personal experiences
about sea turtles and in turn learned something new and
exciting. Their plight and current community project is marine
life and sea turtle preservation.
Nikia is one
of many
impressive
volunteers at
the Sea
Turtle
Preservation
Society. She
has been
with STPS
Photo by: Autumn Faulkner
since 2007.
Currently, she is a
student at the Florida Institute of Technology in pursuit of her
PhD in Marine Biology-Biological Sciences and additionally
works in the Neurobiology lab. Nikia shares the honor of
educator at STPS with other miraculous volunteers, all of whom
graciously share their time and knowledge with persons of all
ages to deliver STPS’s mission statement. Nikia’s idea of
developing an interactive space for hands on learning provides
nothing less than a memorable experience.
The troop convened in a circle ready for knowledge. Their first
question: Who in here knows of any anthropogenic threats on
sea turtles? The hands went flying. Just another indication that
this interaction has already made the biggest impact yet. Since
this group has already done beach cleanup, they knew right
away that litter is one of the biggest threats to sea turtles.
Another one stumped them a little bit however, which was fire
ants. But who knew fire ants could be so destructive to a nest of

turtle eggs? This is just one of the many interesting facts you
can learn at the education center.
Troop 1140
walked
around the
room,
allowing
their senses
to take
over,
feeling
substances
closely
Photo by: Autumn Faulkner
resembling
the contents of a sea turtles stomach. They were able to see
first-hand the impact a simple piece of plastic can have, not only
to sea turtles, but the effect plastic has on our ecosystem as a
whole.
Observing and touching turtle skulls allowed them to experience
the sheer magnitude of an adult sea turtle. Holding a real turtle
shell gives them the sensation that a protective armor might be
a comforting added bonus for an ocean dweller coexisting with
would be predators.
With the world’s technological advancements, games, cell
phones, tablets and the like, making contact like this with our
youth about our environment and their real world surroundings
is what matters the most to further sustainability. That is why
STPS
incorporates
this
interactive
learning
practice into
its

Photo by: Autumn Faulkner
methodology.
This retention based practice ensures members, volunteers and
donors that their hard work, effort and donations are going
exactly where they need to be. Thank you all so much for your
contributions to this project.
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Historically, we have had the opportunity to reach out to varying
organizations and the list compounds each and every year. In
addition to winding up what was a successful year last year, this
year has been even more rewarding. Our area is growing bigger
and better than ever with new jobs, new industries, new
developments and new neighbors.

As of August 1, 2016, the numbers are as follows:

Total

Total Outreach Events

48

Do you want to make
a difference on our
youth and adults of all
ages?
Like Nikia, do you
want to see the
significant differences
in outreach?
Come volunteer with
us.

Education Team Volunteer Hours

425

June/July Outreach Events

19

Click here to
volunteer!
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Kate Mansfield Presents:
The Lost Years, Part 1
by Autumn J. Faulkner

G

lazed puddles from a fresh rain flashed in the parking-lot
as we shuffled into Pelican Beach Clubhouse for the Sea
Turtle Preservation Society monthly meeting. A colorful
spread of fruit and angel food cake were offered on the counter.
Many partook and settled into their seats in eager anticipation.
After a brief introduction, an exuberant young woman strode to
the front. Her name was Dr. Kate Mansfield, a marine scientist
and sea turtle biologist, heading the UCF Marine Turtle
Research Group (MTRG) in Brevard.
She delved right in, beginning with a brief sketch of sea turtle
life history. It did not take long for her to reach the gaps in our
understanding of these majestic marine reptiles, however.
"We really don't
know much about
what's going on with
these little guys after
they hatch,” she said.
The hatchlings dash
toward the surf and
vanish. They swim
beyond the
continental shelf,
spend a number of years in the open ocean, and return to
coastal areas like the Indian River Lagoon (IRL) years later.
“We know very little about what the turtles do or where they go
during that time. These are the ‘lost years’,” Dr. Mansfield
explained.
Most of our understanding is limited to land studies conducted
on nesting beaches. The scientists and students of the UCF
MTRG and volunteers for STPS, conduct nesting surveys.
Students walk the beach, count and mark nests, take tissue
samples, measure nesting females and dig up and sub-sample
hatched nests. We have gained great insight into the sea turtle
and implemented protection based off this data, but offshore
data is still incredibly limited. Unanswered questions remain,
such as:






Where do male turtles spend their time?
Do hatchlings actively swim offshore, or do they
passively float?
What do they eat?
How long, exactly, until they reach full maturity?
Where do they mate?

There are a lot of broad assumptions based on inferred data.
Sea turtle hatchlings have been seen perched upon sargassum
seaweed mats drifting offshore, so perhaps they passively drift.
They are also believed to float around on these mats in gyres for
years, based on sightings of turtles, genetically tied to the same
beach such as Archie Carr, growing bigger from island to island
along the advancement of the gyre. But none of this has been
solidly proven.
Dr. Mansfield compared this missing information to a
patchwork quilt. We need the entire quilt in order to effectively
protect turtles, but
our quilt is missing
vital pieces of data
and contains
“…in an ideal world we
glaring holes.

would have all the

"When dealing
information about these
with the
animals.”
conservation of a
species," Dr.
Mansfield's clear
voice rang out, "especially for endangered or threatened
species, such as sea turtles, in an ideal world we would have all
the information about these animals."
Dr. Mansfield and her team of scientists and undergraduates
have been conducting exciting original research to answer some
of these vital questions.
"We're slowly beginning to fill in the quilt," she said, smiling and
pointing to a sea-turtle being fitted with a satellite tracker on
the screen behind her. “We are now tracking some of these
smaller turtles offshore. This brand-new research has never
been done anywhere else in the world. And it's very exciting!"
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Volunteer Spotlight:
Vickie Openshaw
by Lisa Hayne-Henry

W

hen you talk to most animal activists, whether it’s
cats and dogs at a shelter or marine turtles, we all
seem to have a special moment when we “knew”
that our lives had changed and a new passion had

been born.
That moment happened for Sea Turtle Preservation Society’s
(STPS) board chairwoman Vickie Openshaw when she saw a
turtle laying her clutch. “I used to come and visit (Brevard
County) with my brother and his family. We saw a nesting turtle
one night and I was hooked.” Once she retired from working for
the Defense Commissary Agency, where her career roles
included Budget Officer at the Eastern Region in Virginia Beach,
and Travel Chief at the Defense Commissary Agency
Headquarters at Fort Lee, Openshaw moved to Brevard County
in 2012.
Her first activity was to volunteer at the Eau Gallie Library. She
works in the reference section pulling books to send to other
libraries in the county-wide system, checks in books, and locates
books for patrons. Her passion for the community can be heard
in how she describes how special the library is. “I walked into the
library and I thought the view of the river was amazing. I knew
being there was for me!” She began working at the Brevard Zoo
where she shared her time between the Meerkat exhibit and the
Sea Turtle Healing Center (STHC). She was one of the original
volunteers working in the STHC until July 2016 when she
decided to leave the STHC because she needed more time to
spend with her Dad.
Vickie learned about STPS when she met Mary Bowman while
volunteering at the zoo. Bowman introduced her to Pat Rush
and Openshaw recognized what a great job they were doing
with their STPS activities and she decided to join them. Pat
Rush told her the board of directors was looking for someone to
take minutes at the meetings. She offered her services and
ended up being appointed Secretary to the Board in August
2013.
Openshaw feels that education is an important aspect of STPS
and she became a member of the education committee with
Nikia Rice, Pat Rush, and Carol Robitschek. Openshaw tackled
the Turtle 101 (later renamed Turtle Talk) scheduling to increase
the number each year from just a few in the summer to 18 in
2014, 11 each in 2015 and 11 in 2016. She wanted to make
certain that anyone wanting to learn about sea turtles had many
opportunities to attend during the year, to include snowbirds.
From there the work-a-holic volunteered to work in the Turtle

House on Sundays, became registration coordinator for the
annual Turtle Krawl Race in 2014, and does memberships,
donations and adoptions. In June 2016 Openshaw was elected
to the Chair position on the Board of Directors, replacing the
previous Chair who left in June. While she downplays the work
she does for the community and STPS, Openshaw works under
the auspices that, “You just do what has to be done,” in every
situation.
While Openshaw believes that all of the activities and outings
that STPS is involved in are important, she recalled a stranding
that was both memorable and special. The weekend before
Thanksgiving 2014 was a stormy one for both people and
turtles. STPS received calls about three stranded turtles. Always
at the ready to help, she received a call and responded to a
stranded loggerhead in Satellite Beach. Joined by Nini Conner,
and assisted by two Satellite Beach policemen who managed to
get the loggerhead over the dunes to Majesty Palm condos, it
was transported to the STHC. Since she was volunteering there
at that time, Openshaw could assist with the care and recovery
of the turtle, now named Charlotte, by feeding and observing
her. To bring Charlotte’s
story full circle, after her
quick recovery, Openshaw
attended the turtle’s
Click here to see
release.
more of Charlotte’s

story on pages 9-11

Openshaw is now focusing
of our Fall/Winter
her attentions on her work
2014 issue.
with the STPS board where
she loves the energy and
enthusiasm of the organization’s volunteers. One of the most
exciting recent events was the addition of the virtual Turtle
Krawl. For a $29 fee anyone could go to the Virtual Strides
website and register to walk from anywhere in the U.S. Once
people complete their 5K, they log their information into the
website and they will receive the finisher’s medal. She believes
that the virtual 5K has great potential to raise additional funds
and make new supporters, too.
There are a few other projects she is interested in working on
while serving on the board. There are plans to set up an online
store and update the website. But she knows that the only way
to complete these projects, and many others that are being
discussed, is by the board working as a team and taking baby
steps. It is a krawl to the finish rather than a run!
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Jaws and Trident:
Beating the Odds
by Jill A. Lankford

W

ho are Jaws and Trident, you ask? They are two of
the most adorable hospital patients recovering at
the Brevard Zoo’s Sea Turtle Hospital and
Rehabilitation Center. A sea turtle’s first point of
contact at the hospital begins with Melanie Stadler, Shanon
Gann, Dr. Trevor Zachariah, Dr. Jacqueline Serio and other
valuable staff members. Diagnosis, treatment and
rehabilitation are immediately addressed. Trident and Jaws,
both loggerhead sea turtles, have been recovering so well that
they will be returning to their natural habitat soon. “Jaws and
Trident are most likely females. You can tell by looking at a sea
turtle of their approximate age. The tail protrudes just past the
carapace. A male sea turtle tail is longer.”, says Shanon.
Jaws and Trident are highlighted together in this issue because
of their noted social interaction. “Sea turtles are not normally
socially active and are instinctively solitary marine dwellers.”
says Shanon. Each turtle at the facility has a separate large tank
for their recovery. They have a good bit of space to swim
around and to comfortably rest if need be. “Typically, the
recovery period only lasts somewhere between four to six
months, depending upon the severity of their injuries.” They
need to be returned as quickly as possible, and be actively
motile. Within their recovery
tank, there is an observation
window. Jaws is monitored
returning to the window over
and over again. When asked
“The recovery of
what her intentions were,
Jaws and Trident
Shanon responds by saying
are imperative to
that, “Jaws is looking for
not only their
Trident.” Trident also goes to
the window looking for Jaws.
survival but the
Are they actually trying to
survival of their
communicate with one
species as a
another? This is truly a
whole.”
miraculous experience.
The recovery and return of Jaws and Trident are imperative to
not only their survival but the survival of their species as a
whole. Think about how each of them has the capability of
nesting anywhere from six to eight times in one nesting season;
that is a lot of hatchlings. From one female alone, the totals
could
range anywhere from 400 to 720 baby sea turtles. Speaking of
which, the hatchlings rescued by STPS, are also recovering at
the hospital, and are an important component to continuity.
The hatchlings here have already made their way out to the
floating sargassum (macro algae) and returned to our shores.
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Returning and newly hatched baby turtles are commonly known
as wash-backs. “You can tell that they have been out and back
“because of the tiny hairlike particles on their carapace.” They
will be returned to the sargassum rather than released on the
beach. Their
initial
instinctive
hatching was an
assurance that
they will return
to our beaches
to nest. Once
placed in the
sargassum,
they will be able
to float
Photo provided by: Brevard Zoo
discreetly and
securely until they become large enough to confidently swim
away. Stay tuned however for further hatchling stories in our
upcoming newsletters. This one is all about Trident and Jaws for
now.
The hospital and patients remain off limits to the general public,
which means that they are insured the utmost care and
consideration without any outside interruptions. The healing
process can now be expedited and their recovery a more
pleasant experience. In the meantime, we can bring these
patients to you and show you directly where your generosity
and hard work are applied.
Our first patient, Jaws, is a nicely sized and beautifully marked
loggerhead. She was discovered in the Indian River Lagoon and
was an unfortunate victim of a predator attack, which is how she
became known as Jaws. She was rescued on May 27, 2016, by
the University of Central Florida, and Jaws was brought to the
Zoo to have her injuries assessed. She was missing most of her
right front flipper and had severe lacerations to two of her other
flippers. The veterinarians were able to tend to her flippers, and
she was placed into her temporary recovery tank and began
receiving antibiotics, vitamins and a nice healthy diet. She has
healed nicely and will now be returned home. She seems so
excited, swimming to the window to check on Trident and see if
she is doing just as well.
Trident, like Jaws, is a Loggerhead turtle. She was named after
having been rescued on July 25, 2016, in the Trident Basin at
Port Canaveral. She was covered in large barnacles and leeches
and was emaciated. “The barnacles weigh them down, and
their swimming habits become rather slow and lethargic.”
Fortunately, thanks to the generosity of donors, the hospital has
a new water filtration system. This allows them to adjust the
water purification which assists in the safe and painless removal
of these barnacles and parasites. Trident looks gorgeous and is
ready to go home as well.

TURTLE TALK
This incredible, underwater world that they live within is what
our outer-water world is to us. It is home. We equally thrive in
our environments and are both helpless in one another’s. If you
have ever been in the hospital or have ever imagined what it
would be like,
imagine again being
home from the
hospital. It is such a
great feeling to be
away from a place
full of
uncertainty…out of
your element…out of
sorts. This is not
what we consider
normal. Being free
Photo provided by: Brevard Zoo
from these
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unimaginable circumstances is what propels organizations like
STPS and the Brevard Zoo to do what we do. Your love and
fascination for their amazing undersea world is ours as well.
These beautiful creatures deserve the best and are receiving it
so close to home. Our beaches are the biggest nesting area in
the world, therefore this hospital and healing center are ideally
located nearby and prepared to intervene in a crisis. This is a big
deal when calculating the rates of survival. Our beloved sea
turtles are so fortunate to have STPS, Brevard Zoo, Florida Fish
and Wildlife, and members like you working together and
playing such an important role. Jaws, Trident and all of the
other patients at the hospital and healing center thank you all so
much for your hard work and dedication to sea turtle
conservation. Keep up the good work.

Our patients get better when they get their love and care while in the hospital.
To find out how you can help patients like Jaws and Trident Visit the healing center click
here:
Sea Turtle Healing Center
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Loggerhead Nesting BoomConservation Efforts Are
Working
by Autumn J. Faulkner

L

oggerheads have been shuffling in from the sea in
abundant numbers, this nesting season. Females have
studded the 200-plus beaches around the state, setting
new nesting records.
Dry Tortugas National Park, located in the serene Florida Keys,
was cast into a flurry of commotion as the park's scrambling
interns recorded 320 loggerhead nests, almost double that of
the previous record.
The quiet, balmy beaches of Southwest Florida have also been
feverish with activity. Records were broken among the beaches
of Lee County and Collier County. Charlotte County Parks and
Natural Resources
Department also
broke a record
with 1,600
loggerhead nests.
John D. MacArthur
Beach State Park,
of North Palm
Beach, has also
Photo By: Carol Hansen
been hosting
bustling summer nights of flying sands as the loggerhead
nesters came lumbering forth in droves. Over 1,900 nests were
recorded along the park's 1.5-mile-long stretch of beach.
As of August 27th, 20,376 nests have been counted along the
shores of Archie Carr National Wildlife Refuge.
There seems to be a sudden surge in the amount of nesting
loggerhead turtles in the Southeast, with records broken in
Georgia and the Carolinas, as well. Scientists agree that the
increase is larger than normal. This boom in loggerhead nests
seems to be a reflection of the 30-plus years of collaborative and
targeted conservation efforts.
Loggerheads remain in grave danger. Loss of nesting habitat is
one of the greatest threats to loggerheads, along with drowning
in trawls and long lines, predation of nests and plastic pollution.
Another major threat to sea turtles is the pollution of foraging
grounds. In Brevard, for example, the Indian River Lagoon has
become saturated with an abundance of nutrients through
wastewater run-off. This run-off consists of rainwater laced with
industrial fertilizers and waste from dogs. Raw sewage also
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leeches into the lagoon. This raises the levels of phosphorus
and nitrogen in the water, generating harmful algal bloom
growth. Algal blooms deplete oxygen levels in the water. The
sea grass meadows, that loggerheads stimulate as they
rummage along the bottom of the lagoon, die off. Without
habitat, oxygen and food, prey for the loggerhead begins to
diminish.
One of the greatest ways to combat many of these
anthropogenic threats is through education and community
outreach. There is hope. People are engaged. They care about
these majestic creatures and have a strong motivation to
protect them. Ignorance is the root to many of these problems.
When people are educated on these issues, they willingly
become a part of the solution. Action begins to take place.
People become more aware of their plastic use and buy less
clothes that contain plastic and use cloth bags instead of plastic
ones. They buy seafood caught through sustainable means and
with turtle escape hatches. They use reusable take-out
containers and water bottles. They help clean the beaches and
stop leaving things behind at the beach. They change their
fertilizing habits to comply with the fertilizing ordinance, which
many people still do not know exists, reducing run-off. Some
become so actively engaged that
they join groups like Sea Turtle
Preservation Society (STPS) and
volunteer.
Education events such as sea turtle
walks, turtle releases and the Tourde-Turtles are vital. They make a
profound difference. At an event like
a sea turtle release, palpable
Photo by: Allison Turner
emotion surges through the crowd
STPS volunteers doing a nest
as they watch a successfully
survey
rehabilitated turtle flipper toward
the ocean. As the beautiful reptile, usually equipped with a
tracking device, slips beneath a wave and disappears, an
eruption of ardent claps and cheers thunders from the crowd.
Creating this strong sense of community, through an
educational event like a sea turtle release, is also key. We have
come a long way in conserving this incredible species, and by
bringing people together and equipping them with information,
we can ensure a better future for this animal, with even greater
nesting booms to come.
Though I saw yet another nesting loggerhead a few nights ago,
her broad shell gleaming through the darkness, the season is
just about over. Nests are hatching in a flurry. I have watched
spidering streams of little hatchlings feather down the beach
and scrabble toward the swash, quickly gobbled by the frothy
waves. It is difficult to miss yet another recently-hatched nest
during my seaside wanderings. I look at the curled remains of
the dried-up shells and hope the best for each one in a thousand
that makes it to adulthood. One can only imagine the nesting
numbers we may see emerge in the coming decades.
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Do you need to buy someone a gift? Just can’t think
of what to give the person who seems to have
everything? Give the gift of membership!
Click here to fill out the membership form.

Sea Turtle Preservation Society is a nonprofit and run
by volunteers. Your donations fund our conservation
and education efforts.
If you’d like to donate or adopt a sea turtle, click
here.

Recurring events:
Monthly Membership- 1st Thursday of every month
Cleanup- The 1st Saturday following the

Beach
monthly meeting

To purchase your own sea turtle pictures, please
visit www.NaturePhotosbyCarol.com
Or call Carol Hansen at (321) 952-2180

You're always welcome to drop
into our store and education
center, but we also visit lots of
events and organizations to
share information. We'd love to
'talk turtle' with you at our booth
during the following events:
Satellite Beach Founders Day:
Saturday, November 5, 2016
9am - 3pm
David R. Schechter Community
Center 1089 S Patrick Drive
Satellite Beach, FL 32937
Indian River Lagoon Day:
November 12, 2016
10am - 2pm
Front Street Park
2205 Front Street
Melbourne, Florida 32901
Ocean Reef Beach Festival:
Saturday, December 3, 2016
10am - 5pm
Pelican Beach Park
1525 Florida A1A
Satellite Beach, FL 32937

Announcement:
The December monthly general membership
meeting will be held on December 7th starting at
7:30 PM in the office space next door to the STPS
store/office, which is located at 111 S. Miramar
Avenue in Indialantic, Fl. The December
membership meeting will include annual elections
to the board of directors. The board of director’s
slate of candidates who are up for reelection are
Nikia Rice, education coordinator, and Nini
Conner, volunteer coordinator/ website
administrator. There will be no guest speaker for
the December meeting.
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Introducing the Sea Turtle Preservation Society Newsletter Team

Kimberly White, Editor-in-Chief

Lacretia Bacon, Writer

Kimberly White is Editor-in-Chief for the STPS newsletter. She will also
occasionally write pieces on sustainability and conservation. Kimberly
is working towards her bachelor’s degree in Environmental
Management from University of Florida. She is currently a Project
Manager and Coordinator at U.S. Green Chamber of Commerce.
Kimberly is dedicated towards helping achieve a happier, healthier, and
more sustainable world for people and sea turtles alike.

Lacretia is a writer for the STPS newsletter. She is a part-time resident
of Brevard County and has fallen in love with the sea turtles! New to
Society membership, she is eager to help spread the message of the
importance of these incredible animals. She hopes to take the skills
learned through her career to contribute where needed.

Jill A. Lankford, Content Coordinator
Jill A. Lankford is the Content Coordinator for the STPS newsletter. She
will also be writing pieces relating to education and outreach along with
activity at the Brevard Zoo. Jill has a Bachelor of Science degree from
Mercer University, specializing in Public Safety and is a certified
paralegal. After having acquired her certification as a Fitness Nutrition
Specialist, she exercises her own personal sustainable lifestyle practices
through diet and exercise. Her love for sea turtles began immediately
upon moving into our area and she made it her goal to get as close to
them as possible to make a difference.
Lisa Haynes-Henry, Writer and Editor
Lisa is a writer and editor for the STPS newsletter. Ranger, the small
green turtle with an amputation and infection, was her first turtle love.
She cared for him at the Karen Beasley Sea Turtle Hospital in North
Carolina under the direction of hospital staff. And then there was
Denver, the loggerhead at the Newport Aquarium in Newport, KY, a
permanent resident in the shark tank who loved to have his carapace
rubbed. Prior to coming to Orlando three years ago, she was the
director of PR and marketing at a branch campus of the University of
Cincinnati and volunteered as a diver for 14 years at the Newport
Aquarium. She’s now retired and spends her time volunteering with the
Pet Alliance of Greater Orlando and STPS as well as enjoying all the
wonderful things to do in our area.

Autumn Faulkner, Photographer and Writer
Autumn is a writer and photographer for the STPS newsletter.
Originally from Illinois, Autumn and her father moved to Satellite
Beach. Aside from her work with STPS, Autumn blogs, takes photos,
and works as a pet-sitter. The ocean is her home and is passionate
about wildlife. As an avid swimmer and surfer, Autumn often sees sea
turtles on her adventures. Autumn is passionate about sea turtle
conservation and is eager to help these wonderful, rare creatures.
Steve Faulkner, Writer
Steve writes for the STPS newsletter. He has over 30 years of writing
experience working as a technical writer. While in college, Steve took
many biology and chemistry courses, but ultimately pursed writing. His
passion for the environment never dwindled. From helping rescue
endangered species to advocating for moving from fossil fuel to
renewable energy to combat climate change, Steve’s passion for the
environment shows through.
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Jaws and Trident- Beating the Odds

Melanie Stadler, interview by Jill A. Lankford, Jaws and Trident - Beating the Odds, Brevard Zoo, September 15, 2016.
Shanon Gann, interview by Jill A. Lankford, Jaws and Trident - Beating the Odds, Brevard Zoo, September 15, 2016.
Next Stop…Education Station

Nikia Rice, interview by Jill A. Lankford, Next Stop…Education Station, Education Center at Sea Turtle Preservation Society, September 12,
2016.

Volunteer Spotlight- Vickie Openshaw

Vickie Openshaw, email message to Lisa Haynes-Henry, September 13, 2016.
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