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Meet the 2019 STPS Board  

So that everyone can get to know the volunteers that are on the board of the 
Sea Turtle Preservation Society, we have asked them some questions. The re-

sponses were compiled by Angel Collins, Newsletter Committee member.  

Name: Becky Aud, Director of Education 
Years on the board: First year 
Other STPS roles: Started with the blog and contributing to the newsletter, monthly 
membership meeting coordinator, Education Committee member, Fundraising Com-
mittee, on the Bylaws/Policies/Procedures Committee, joined the nesting survey and 
night walk teams and am now on the transport permit. 
Why do you do what you do? I love the ocean and all sea life. Sea turtles are 
amazing creatures, and I love being involved with an organization like STPS and 
doing my part to help sea turtles survive and creating a world where sea turtles will 
thrive. 
How can members get involved with the program or activity you oversee? If 
you would like to get involved with education, we have volunteer opportunities availa-
ble both with presenting and speaking in front of people and behind the scenes. You 
can email for more information. 
 
Name: Dave Cheney, Transport Permit Holder (11/17-present), Executive Com-
mittee, Director of Marketing/PR, Zoo Liaison 
Years on the board: Eight years 
Other STPS roles: STERP Coordinator, super boat race coordinator, manage call 
coordinators, lead of port kiosk, Building Committee. 
Why do you do what you do? I enjoy working with a great bunch of volunteers that 
are “helping sea turtles survive.” 
How can members get involved with the program or activity you oversee? I 
reach out to them personally and use email blasts. I have been successful in getting 
150+ volunteers each year for STERP with about 30-40 percent being new. 
 
Name: Dori Hughes, Nesting Survey Permit Holder 
Years on the board: Since the early 1990s 
Other STPS roles: Director of Monthly Membership Meetings  
 
Name: Craig Konkel, Primary Permit Holder, Turtle Walks 
Years on the board: Three years 
Other STPS roles: Marine Turtle Permit Holder #246 (walks), stranding, transport, 
nest surveys 
Why do you do what you do? Fell in love with sea turtles on a visit to Brevard 
County and realized it was what I wanted to do when I grew up. 
How can members get involved with the program or activity you oversee? 
Learn about sea turtles (the FWC website has some great resources) and take the 
training for walks (May), then participate in the walks that will take place in June and 
July.  
 
Name: Kathy LeBresco, Treasurer, Store Manager 
 

Name: Lisa Littleton, Secretary 
Years on the board: First year 
Other STPS roles: Listed on nest survey permit, nest surveys every Sunday morn-
ing, Bylaws, Policies and Procedures Chair, Executive Committee chair, Nominating 
Committee Chair. 

Continued on Page 3 

The 2019 STPS Board members include, standing from left, Becky Aud, Craig Konkel, 

Jax Maisto, Susan Skinner, Lisa Littleton and Dave Cheney, and kneeling in front from 

left, Sarah Tolson, Roger Pszonowsky, and Noelle Villanueva. Not pictured are Dori 

Hughes, Kathy LeBresco, and Heather Pepe. 



Spring 2019 

An update from the Chair… 

Spring is Here, a new generation 

 Hello members, volunteers and supporters. Turtle season is upon us. 
  STPS is on the move with new faces on the board, some with new responsibilities. 
One thing for sure is that newer board members have found out that we are a 
“working board” as we learn how to recruit and motivate volunteers to accomplish our 
mission of “helping sea turtles survive.” 
  In my 15 years with STPS, it never ceases to amaze me how much people care 
about sea turtles, and how many volunteers step up and give hours and hours of 
time to make STPS the No. 1 nonprofit turtle group in Florida. 
  So what’s ahead? Lots. Just take a peek. 
  Opening of a small educational kiosk at Port Canaveral Terminal 1 located by the      
restaurants; 
 TurtleKrawl 2019, with new volunteers managing our premiere race/fundraiser; 
  A new look at the Turtle House, with new displays, books and gifts. 
  Expansion of education programs, classes, training; 
  And the purchase of an educational “chest” for teacher presentations. 
  Another great Turtle Walk season (let’s get those legs in shape); 
  And World Sea Turtle Day (June 16) special celebrations (Dori’s BD). 
  Just a few of the great things ahead. 
  Your organization depends on volunteering whatever skills you have. Our 700 
members make STPS strong because sharing ideas, opinions and experiences help 
us arrive at positive solutions for sea turtle issues. Working together is not always fun 
or easy, but it is rewarding.   
  I look forward to sweating, getting sandy, driving to facilities, spreading the turtle 
story, feeling bad about losses, carrying live turtles to vehicles, speaking at meeting 
and clubs, and recruiting new members, with my sea turtle family. 
  WHO IS DOING THE TURTLE DANCE THIS YEAR?? 

— Roger P 
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Stay connected with STPS 

Website: seaturtlespacecoast.org.  

Here you’ll find our Loggerhead Lowdown blog, calendar of 

events and other information for members and volunteers. 

On social media, you can keep up with STPS on Facebook, 

Twitter and Instagram. 

 Facebook: Sea Turtle Preservation Society. You can also 

keep up with what’s happening at the gift shop by liking STPS 

Turtle House Gift Shop on Facebook. 

Twitter: @SeaTurtlePS. 

Instagram: seaturtleps. 

For questions, contact news@seaturtlespacecoast.org. 

STPS works toward kiosk at Port 

STPS has been working to-
ward opening a kiosk at Port 
Canaveral. The Turtle Nest 
would provide an opportunity 
to expand our reach in Brevard 
County. The kiosk would offer 
merchandise sales as well as 
educational outreach. Volun-
teers are needed to staff the 
kiosk in four-hour shifts; train-
ing will be at the beginning of 
April with the kiosk expected to 
open April 12. Hours will be 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. For 
more information, contact 
Dave Cheney at 321-507-4295 
or dvecheney@gmail.com. 

STPS members attend 2019 state meeting 

  About two dozen STPS members 

packed their bags and headed to 

Orlando last month to participate in 

the 22nd Annual Florida Marine 

Turtle Permit Holder Meeting.  

  The meeting offered those inter-

ested an opportunity to learn more 

about sea turtles and conservation 

efforts in the state. On Friday night, attendees 

were treated to a special event held at Turtle 

Trek in SeaWorld. In addition to enjoying the 

facility, those who attended were able to meet 

and talk with others who share their passion 

for sea turtles. Saturday found everyone gath-

ered in a meeting room at the Renaissance 

Orlando at SeaWorld for a full day of presenta-

tions. The information ranged from FWC up-

dates on nesting numbers to new conservation 

efforts and updates on projects 

funded by Marine Turtle Grants. For 

those who wanted further discus-

sion, breakfast roundtables were 

held on Sunday morning before the 

meeting adjourned.  

  The STPS members who attended 

included primary permit holders, 

board members and volunteers from different 

permitted activities. 

  For Susan Smith, who is a Nesting Survey 

team member and an Education volunteer, the 

event was even better than anticipated.  

  “There were several speakers from different 

agencies, and I learned so much in one day,” 

Smith says. “I feel more informed and en-

gaged as a volunteer, and believe all volun-

teers would benefit from attending the event.” 

The kiosk is located near Terminal 1 at Port Canaveral. 

Have you stopped by the 

Turtle House gift shop 

recently? The store features 

new displays and merchan-

dise as well as sale items. 

The adjoining education 

center also has been updat-

ed with new activities and 

information. The Turtle 

House is located at 111 S. 

Miramar Ave. in Indialantic. 

Hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Monday through Saturday.  



Meet the Board: Continued from Page One 
 
Why do you do what you do? I really enjoy helping to educate the public about sea 
turtles in our area. Even though I work a full-time job, I believe it is important to give 
back. I love being involved and making a difference.  
How can members get involved with the program or activity you oversee? 
Email Secretary@seaturtlespacecoast.org if anyone is interested in participating in 
either the Bylaws, Policies and Procedures Committee or Nominating Committee. 
 
Name: Jax Maisto, Director of Membership 
Years on the board: One year 
Other STPS roles: Listed on night walk, nesting survey, transport permits and 
STERP letter of authorization. 
Why do you do what you do? I am involved with a lot of areas because I love to 
help sea turtles, and I love the programs STPS has to offer. As a member myself, 
with so many questions, I thought Director of Membership was the right fit for me. I 
took this past year to learn everything I could and now it is time to explore STPS 
Membership. I am excited to see where it takes the organization and its members. 
How can members get involved with the program or activity you oversee? If 
interested in being a part of the Membership Committee, please contact me at 
membership@seaturtlespacecoast.org. This committee will be focusing on member-
ship growth, retention and engagement in the coming year. We are currently working 
on a membership survey and are developing a project to look at membership levels 
and benefits. 
 
Name: Baleen “Heather” Pepe, Ambassador at Large 
Years on the board: Six years 
Other STPS roles: Stranding team, walks 
Why do you do what you do? After living in the Caribbean and seeing sea turtles 
nest for the first time, I was enamored by a species that I previously had little 
knowledge of. I ended up passionately involved in a mission to end illegal poaching 
where I lived. The passion never left me, and I continue to feel the need to save our 
sea turtles. We owe it to our wildlife. 
How can members get involved with the program or activity you oversee? I 
don’t currently oversee any programs, but I am happy to help people navigate. 
 
Name: Roger Pszonowsky, STPS Chair, Stranding primary permit holder  
Years on the board: Since 2004 
Other STPS roles: Volunteered and presented at walks, education, Turtle 101 in-
struction, worked at Turtle House, took on stranding permit around 2009. Chaired 
committee to look into a turtle rehab facility that created zoo partnership, STERP 
program development under Ann Zscheile, led program to educate persons at the 
super boat races in Cocoa Beach. I served as board chair for two years, wrote sever-
al grants. I was involved with the rebirth of Turtle Krawl with Mark and Mike Petrillo 
giving STPS some financial footing. 
Why do you do what you do? I feel it is important to recruit for the growth of STPS, 
at the same time keeping it local and volunteer based. While performing education, I 
learned how much people care about sea turtles and if asked will join the cause as 
supporters. 
Other info you want to share: Born in Rhode Island, educated at Oklahoma City 
University (BS Management), graduate work at University of Akron, worked in sales, 
love the sea and land creatures. While in Kent Ohio, worked with local group to block 
the building of a mall on environmentally sensitive property, (lost many battles with 
the government, but, won the war). I believe STPS has the ability to provide educa-
tion using volunteers looking to help a good cause. It is our home, our planet. I have 
a supportive spouse named Rhonda, four children, and six grandchildren. 
 
Name: Susan Skinner, Director of Communication 
Years on the board: First year 
Other STPS roles: As Director of Communication I oversee the membership news-
letter, Loggerhead Lowdown blog and social media channels. I’m also a nesting sur-
vey team member, night walk volunteer, on the transport permit, and a STERP vol-
unteer and Education volunteer. 
Why do you do what you do? In Brevard County, we are fortunate to share our 
beaches and local waters with sea turtles. Being part of a volunteer group like STPS 
allows me to make a difference in both their future and ours through education and 
conservation efforts. 
How can members get involved with the program or activity you oversee? Any-
one interested in writing and/or taking photos for the newsletter, blog or social media 
should contact me at news@seaturtlespacecoast.org. 
 
Name: Sarah Tolson, Director of Volunteer Programs 
Years on the board: Two years 
Other STPS roles: Website, social media, transport permit, walk permit 
Why do you do what you do? I love helping the sea turtles, and getting great vol-
unteers involved means we get to help more sea turtles! 
How can members get involved with the program or activity you oversee? 
Complete the online volunteer application at seaturtlespacecoast.org. Be sure to 
check what you are interested in so I can help you connect with great opportunities. 
 
Name: Noelle Villanueva, Director of Events and Fundraising 
Years on the board: Elected Dec 2017 
Other STPS roles: STERP, nest surveys and walks 
Why do you do what you do? We have a responsibility to sea turtles to help them 
in any way we can. If that means cleaning up trash off the beach, educating the pub-
lic or just talking to someone we meet, every little bit helps. STPS has amazing vol-
unteers that continue to amaze me with all they do and they help propel me to con-
tinue to do as much as I can to help sea turtles survive. 
How can members get involved with the program or activity you oversee? We 
are always looking for event volunteers, contact me for event help at 
events@seaturtlespacecoast.org. Do you have fundraising experience? Contact me 
at fundraising@seaturtlespacecoast.org  
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STERP Training 

  This year’s training for the Sea Turtle Emer-
gency Response Program (STERP) will be 
held in May and June. When specific weather 
events occur in the fall, STERP volunteers 
walk the beach to search for post hatchlings in 
order to find and rescue them. The volunteers 
then transport the post hatchlings to designat-
ed drop-off locations. Training for this program 
needs to be completed annually. Once the 
training has been completed participants may 
be added to a Letter of Authorization (LOA) 
issued by the state, providing that they have 
met all other requirements, i.e. STPS Mem-
ber, Turtle Talk or Turtle 101. 
This year’s dates for STERP training are May 
11 and May 25 in Satellite Beach and June 4 
and June 8 in Cocoa Beach. For complete 
details and to register online, go to sea-
turtlespacecoast.org.  
  For questions, contact Dave Cheney at 
er@seaturtlespacecoast.org. 
 

Turtle Krawl 5K 

  Registration for this year’s event opens on 
April 1. The event will be Sept. 14 at Nance 
Park in Indialantic. For more information or to 
register, visit turtlekrawl.com. 

Nesting Surveys 

  Teams will begin regular surveys in mid-April. 
Training was completed in March; for ques-
tions, please contact permit holder Dori 
Hughes at nesting@seaturtlespacecoast.org.  

Membership 

  At the end of February, STPS had 696 mem-
bers. This is an increase of 15 memers from 
the previous month. A membership survey has 
been sent out to the membership via email. 

 

Volunteers 

  If you want to be involved in the 2019 sea-
son, ensure that you have completed a volun-
teer application and met our volunteer require-
ments!  It is important to check the programs 

you are interested in because that is how our 
communication on trainings, dates, and more 
are emailed out. Have an active volunteer 
account but not getting emails? Make sure you 
have selected that you want to receive our 
volunteer newsletter, which includes all the 
emails that are sent out through our Volunteer 
Information Center (VIC).  
  Have questions? Email Sarah at volunteer@ 
seaturtlespacecoast.org. 
 

Night Walks 

  This year’s night walks will take place in June 
and July at several Brevard County beach 
locations. Guest registration will begin May 1 
online at seaturtlespacecoast.org. Training for 
volunteers will take place in May. 
 

Fundraising 

  We are seeking donations that we can use at 
different fundraisers including our annual open 
house silent auction and raffle. Items do not 
need to be sea turtle related, but should be 
new or in like new condition. If you are inter-
ested in donating item(s) contact our Director 
of Fundraising 
at fundraising@seaturtlespacecoast.org. 

 

AmazonSmile 

  Please use smile.amazon.com to support the 
Sea Turtle Preservation Society when you 
shop online. And ask your friends and family to 
smile for STPS, too. This quarter STPS re-
ceived $172.73 thanks to customers shopping 
at AmazonSmile.  
  To date, STPS has received $1,185 through 
this program. 
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What’s happening in STPS 

Almost 60 volunteers attended the 
STPS Volunteer Fair to learn more 
about the opportunities available. 

    STPS hosted our annual Volunteer Fair on Saturday, Feb. 9. We had an AMAZ-
ING turn out from our programs and new volunteers! Beach clean up, communica-
tions, education, events and fundraising, turtle walks, nesting surveys, STERP, 
stranding and salvage, transport, and Turtle Krawl 5K were all represented and excit-
ed to recruit new volunteers!  We had Lucy the Loggerhead out front with an arrow 
bringing in potential volunteers. We had almost 60 volunteers come to the Volunteer 
Fair and sign up to show their interest.  Many of these volunteers became members, 
filled out volunteer applications, and signed up for courses on the spot! We are so 
excited to welcome our new and returning volunteers for the 2019 turtle season! 

Want to get involved but not sure where 
to start? Complete a volunteer applica-
tion on our website, become a member, 
and sign up for Turtle Talk and Volun-
teer Orientation. Volunteer Orientation 
will go over all our requirements, train-

ings, and important volunteer infor-
mation. You can also order a volunteer 

T-shirt and nametag. 

Fair gets volunteers off to strong start 

mailto:fundraising@seaturtlespacecoast.org


April 

4 Monthly membership meeting from 
7:30 to 9 p.m., at Pelican Beach Club-
house, 1525 Hwy A1A in Satellite Beach. 
Doors open at 7 p.m. Guest speaker will 
be Bert Alm, an Advanced Florida Master 
Naturalist. 
 

6 Coastal Cleanup beginning at 8 a.m. 
at Coconut Point Park in Melbourne 
Beach and Cherie Down Park and Beach 
in Cape Canaveral. 

6 2019 Boaters Exchange Boat and 
Fishing Expo. STPS will be at the event. 
Contact Noelle Villanueva at events@ 
seaturtlespacecoast.org. 

10 STPS Board meets at 6:30 p.m. in 
Room 109 next to Turtle House Gift 
Shop, 111 S. Miramar Ave. in Indialantic. 
Meetings open to active members only. 

13 WFIT Sonic Waves Music Fest at 
IntraCoastal Brewing Co. STPS will be 
at the event. Contact Noelle Villanueva at 
events@ seaturtlespacecoast.org. 

13&14 Viera Wetlands Nature Fes-
tival at Ritch Grissom Memorial Wet-
lands. STPS will be at the event. Contact 
Noelle Villanueva at events@ sea-
turtlespacecoast.org. 

20 Party for the Planet at Brevard 
Zoo, 8225 N. Wickham Road in Mel-
bourne. STPS will be at the event. Con-
tact Noelle Villanueva at events@ sea-
turtlespacecoast.org. 

20 Turtle Talk and Volunteer Orienta-
tion will be from 2 to 3:30 p.m. at the 
Cocoa Beach Library, 550 N. Brevard 
Ave. Register online or as a walk-in from 

1:30 to 2 p.m. The presentation will last 
about an hour and a half with questions 
afterward. Presentations are free and 
open to the public. For questions, contact 
education@seaturtlespacecoast.org. 

22 BJ’s Brewhouse and Restaurant 
Fundraiser, 1700 W. New Haven Ave. in 
Melbourne. From 4 to 10 p.m., present 
flyer (above) to benefit STPS.  

May 

2 Monthly membership meeting from 
7:30 to 9 p.m., at Pelican Beach Club-
house, 1525 Hwy A1A in Satellite Beach.  
 

4 Monthly beach cleanup from 8 to 10 
a.m. at Coconut Point Park in Melbourne 
Beach and Cherie Down Park and Beach 
in Cape Canaveral. 
 

4 Turtle Talk and Volunteer Orienta-
tion will be from 2 to 3:30 p.m. at the 

West Melbourne Library, 2755 Wingate 
Blvd. Register online or as a walk-in from 
1:30 to 2 p.m. The presentation will last 
about an hour and a half with questions 
afterward. Presentations are free and 
open to the public. For questions, contact 
education @seaturtlespacecoast.org. 

8 STPS Board meets at 6:30 p.m. in 
Room 109 next to Turtle House Gift 
Shop, 111 S. Miramar Ave. in Indialantic. 
Meetings open to active members only. 
 

11 & 25 Turtle Talk and Volunteer 
Orientation will be from 2 to 3:30 p.m. at 
the Satellite Beach Library, 751 Jamaica 
Blvd. Register online or as a walk-in from 
1:30 to 2 p.m. The presentation will last 
about an hour and a half with questions 
afterward. Presentations are free and 
open to the public.  

Mark Your Calendars 
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