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The Cox Conserves Heroes awards 

program is how Cox Enterprises and 

The Trust for Public Land (TPL) honor 

the unsung heroes in our communities, 

as well as support the local organiza-

tions doing the important work of im-

proving the environment. Through the 

program, Cox hopes to inspire more 

people to take an active role in commu-

nity conservation. 

To date the national Cox Conserves 

Heroes program has donated $990,000 

to environmental nonprofits and honored 

more than 200 volunteers.  

Part of the Cox Enterprises’ national 

Cox Conserves sustainability program, 

Cox Conserves Heroes awards volun-

teers for their actions in the states of 

Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, 

Idaho, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Virgin-

ia and Washington.  

Dori Hughes earns Heroes award 
Congratulations to our own Dori 

Hughes who recently was recognized 

with a state Cox Conserves Heroes 

award, which includes a $10,000 do-

nation to the Sea Turtle Preservation 

Society. 

Dori has been part of STPS since it 

was founded. Currently, she is our 

state permit holder for nesting surveys 

and also serves on the board of direc-

tors — along with many other volun-

teer roles. She was nominated for the 

environmental award by STPS volun-

teer, Aubry Forsyth.  

Dori and STPS now compete at the 

national level against eight other very 

worthy state winners. Online voting 

takes place Oct. 1-15 at coxcon-

servesheroes.com\vote with the 

winner receiving $50,000 for their 

nonprofit organization. Please take 

the time to support Dori and STPS! 

At left, Dori Hughes conducts a sea turtle nest evaluation during summer 

2019. Activities conducted under Florida MTP #67.  

Every Tuesday in October, STPS will receive 50 percent of the Happy Hour 

proceeds along with 100 percent of the weekly raffle proceeds. Happy Hour 
runs from 4-6 pm each Tuesday: Oct. 1, Oct. 8, Oct. 15, Oct. 22 and Oct. 29. 
Raffle tickets will be available to purchase each Tuesday and will be available 

throughout the day with the winner chosen the following day.  

Florida Beer Company is located at 200 Imperial Blvd. in Cape Canaveral. 



Fall 2019 

From the Chair 
     I want to thank the volunteers who gave their time during the long hurricane 
named Dorian. Hurry up and wait was the catch phrase that we can use to describe 
the impact on our lives. Many volunteers did what they could to help sea turtles and 
still be safe: securing the Turtle House and Turtle Nest kiosk at the Port, inventories 
and prepping for the time after the storm. Thank you to all who helped. 
    A TV program in the 1950s and ‘60s about detective Sgt. Joe Friday made some 
popular phrases (maybe not correctly attributed to the show) part of our culture. “Just 
the facts Ma’am, all we want is the facts.” Our younger members may be saying 
“Huh?” The point was to ask people to relate just the facts, no embellishment.   
    We are all passionate turtle lovers, and we sometimes carry our passionate 
behavior too far. I know we all mean well, but we need to stick to the facts about 
rules, laws and procedures when talking to the public on or off the beach. Recently it 
came to my attention that some volunteers may embellish the facts of what is and is 
not allowed by FWC guidelines and local ordinances. 
    One example would be the question of how close you may approach a sea turtle. 
According to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s Marine 
Turtle Conservation Handbook 2016, no set numerical distance is stated. Please 
do not tell residents or visitors an arbitrary distance. A better response would be to 
say, “do not interfere.” If you do not know a fact or answer to a question, please tell 
the person that you are not sure. Another common question deals with lighting 
guidelines and enforcement, which are a local and state issue, but not necessarily 
FWC.  
    Please take the time to check out this handbook. It covers what permits are 
needed and what duties are covered. Facts. It’s free and downloadable at 
 https://myfwc.com/media/3133/fwc-mtconservationhandbook.pdf. 
 
    My point is that we are all ambassadors of STPS, FWC, and Brevard County when 
it comes to sea turtles. People look to us for straight, informative answers and 
guidance — just the facts. We should approach beachgoers with an educational 
attitude, not one of overbearing passion. 
    Remember that we are THE Sea Turtle Preservation Society. 

— Roger P, Chairperson 
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Stay connected with STPS 

Website: seaturtlespacecoast.org.  

Here you’ll find our Loggerhead Lowdown blog, calendar of 

events and other information for members and volunteers. 

On social media, you can keep up with STPS on Facebook, 

Twitter and Instagram. 

 Facebook: Sea Turtle Preservation Society. You can also 

keep up with what’s happening at the gift shop by liking STPS 

Turtle House Gift Shop on Facebook. 

Twitter: @SeaTurtlePS. 

Instagram: seaturtleps. 

For questions, contact news@seaturtlespacecoast.org. 

Have you visited the Log-

gerhead Lowdown blog 

recently? This blog features 

posts on a wide variety of 

topics of interest to our mem-

bers: information on nesting 

season, STPS events and 

programs, conservation, and 

sustainability. The blog can 

be found on our website: 

seaturtlespacecoast.org. 

You can subscribe to the 

blog on the website as well.  

More than 1,800 participate in Turtle Krawl 

With more than 1,800 regis-
trants, this year’s Turtle 
Krawl 5K continued its tra-
dition of supporting our sea 
turtle conservation efforts.  
STPS would like to thank 
the many sponsors, volun-
teers and participants who 
made this year’s event a 
huge success. 
Matthew Bauer of West 
Melbourne was the overall 
winner with a net time of 
17:04 in this year’s race 
held Sept. 14 at Nance 
Park. Complete race results 
are available at 
runningzone.com. 

At top, runners start the 2019 Turtle Krawl, which took 

place on Sept. 14 at Nance Park in Indialantic. After the 

event, STPS presented a $25,000 check to the Brevard 

Zoo’s Sea Turtle Healing Center to support the facility’s 

operations. The race is the largest fundraiser of the year 

for STPS. Photo credit to Philip Harris. 

https://myfwc.com/media/3133/fwc-mtconservationhandbook.pdf


Nesting Surveys 

Teams ended the season on Sept. 30 after 
several weeks of spot checks.  
 

Volunteers 

For the month of August 2019, STPS had a 
total of 1,066.25 volunteer hours recorded with 
an in-kind donation value of $26,325.72 for the 
month. For the first eight months of 2019, vol-
unteers recorded 11,228.75 hours with a total 
value of $277,237.44.  

 

Education 

In the month of August 2019, nine education 
events took place with 409 people reached. 
We have been given a Darker Skies/Darker 
Beaches trunk to be loaned out to area educa-
tors along with our first Turtle Trunk. Both have 
been well received and have waiting lists. 

 

Night Walks 

This season most dates were sold out for our 
night walks. In June and July 2019, 41 walks 
took place at three varying locations. A logger-
head nesting was displayed for the group on 
35 of 41 walks, or 85.4 percent of the time. 
Additionally, we had loggerheads nesting on 
two other walks but due to one storm and one 
poor location were unable to share the turtle 
with the group; this increased the nesting rate 
to 90.2 percent on walk nights. The guests 
came from 30 states other than Florida as well 
as nine countries other than the United States. 
Thanks to everyone who helped make this 
season a success. 
 

Membership 

At the end of August, STPS had 782 mem-
bers, an increase of 53 members since May 
and an increase of 132 from August 2018.  

The Membership Survey results have been 
emailed to members. The survey showed fa-
vorable results, and these will help in our ef-
forts to enhance the STPS member experi-
ence. A new Feedback page was added to 
our website, seaturtlespacecoast.org, to leave 
comments, suggestions, or concerns at any 
time. Please feel free to use this new feature 

under the Contact Us section. You can either 
leave your name to be contacted or leave it 
blank to be anonymous. 

—Jax Maisto, 
Membership Director 

 

Fundraising 

Throughout the month of October, we have 
been chosen to be the Florida Beer Compa-
ny’s 321 Tuesday Benefit Night. Every Tues-
day in October from 4-6 pm, we will have the 
opportunity to receive 50 percent of all the 
happy hour proceeds along with 100 percent 
of the raffle proceeds. Raffle tickets will be 
sold all day long and prizes to be announced. 
 
The Buffalo Wild Wings fundraiser has been 
rescheduled for 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Nov. 15. 
Buffalo Wild Wings will be donating 10 percent 
of the total bill (not including tax, gratuity or 
promotional discounts) back to STPS. Just 
make sure to show the ticket (printed or elec-
tronic) to your server. A copy is included in this 
newsletter. STPS will be present from 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. with educational material and raffles.  
  
Calling anyone interested in helping with 
fundraisers! We are working toward putting 
together additional fundraisers for STPS’s 
future. Anyone that is interested in helping out 
can contact our Director of Fundraising 
at fundraising@seaturtlespacecoast.org.  
 
Turtles & Brews Fundraiser will be back  
December 1 from 2-8 p.m. at Intracoastal 
Brewing Company. More information to come. 
 

 Events 

In October, we have been invited to be a treat 
station at Brevard Zoo’s Boo at the Zoo. We 
are looking for donations of bags of candies to 
cover our treat station for all three weekends. 
The suggested total for each night is 1,500 
pieces. If you are able to donate, please see 
the list below for recommended candies made 
with sustainable palm oil. Please no gum, 
lollipops or candies on sticks or strings. Bags 
may be dropped off at either the Port kiosk or 
our Turtle House in Indialantic. 
 

—Noelle Villanueva,  
Director of Fundraising/Events 
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What’s happening in STPS 

mailto:fundraising@seaturtlespacecoast.org


Happy Hour runs from 4-6 p.m. on Oct. 1, Oct. 
8, Oct. 15, Oct. 22 and Oct. 29. 

 

October 

3 Monthly Membership Meeting from 
7:30 to 9 p.m., at Pelican Beach Club-
house, 1525 Hwy A1A in Satellite Beach. 
Doors open at 7 p.m. Guest speaker 
Dawn and Blair Witherington. 

 

5 Monthly Beach Cleanup beginning at 
8 a.m. at Coconut Point Park in Mel-
bourne Beach and Cherie Down Park and 
Beach in Cape Canaveral. 

9 STPS Board meets at 6:30 p.m. in 
Room 109 next to Turtle House Gift 
Shop, 111 S. Miramar Ave. in Indialantic. 
Meetings open to active members only. 

19 Turtle Talk and Volunteer Orienta-
tion will be from 2 to 3:30 p.m. at the 
Suntree/Viera Library, 902 Jordan Blass 
Drive. Register online or as a walk-in 
from 1:30 to 2 p.m. The presentation will 
last about an hour and a half with ques-
tions afterward. Presentations are free 
and open to the public. For questions, 
contact education@ seaturtlespace-
coast.org. 

November 

7 Monthly Membership Meeting from 

7:30 to 9 p.m., at Pelican Beach Club-
house, 1525 Hwy A1A in Satellite Beach. 
Doors open at 7 p.m. Guest speaker will 
be Dean Bagley. 
 

9 Monthly Beach Cleanup from 8 to 10 
a.m. at Coconut Point Park in Melbourne 
Beach and Cherie Down Park and Beach 
in Cape Canaveral. 
 

13 STPS Board meets at 6:30 p.m. in 
Room 109 next to Turtle House Gift 
Shop, 111 S. Miramar Ave. in Indialantic. 
Meetings open to active members only. 

 

15 Buffalo Wild Wings fundraiser will 
be from 11 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. at Viera 
location, 7191 Lake Andrews Drive. More 
details available on STPS website or Fa-
cebook page. 

 

December 

1Turtles&Brews fundraiser from 2 to 8 
p.m. at IntraCoastal Brewing Company, 
652 W. Eau Gallie Blvd. in Melbourne. 
Additional information will be provided 
soon. 

 

4 Annual Membership Meeting and 
Elections following the STPS Board 
Meeting. The board meets at 6:30 p.m. in 
Room 109 next to Turtle House Gift 
Shop, 111 S. Miramar Ave. in Indialantic. 
The annual membership meeting and 
elections will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
 

7 Monthly Beach Cleanup beginning at 
8 a.m. at Coconut Point Park in Mel-
bourne Beach and Cherie Down Park and 
Beach in Cape Canaveral. 

Mark Your Calendars 
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   In April, the Sea Turtle Preservation 

Society became partners with the Inwater 

Research Group. The STPS Education 

Department purchased a Traveling Turtle 

Trunk for Brevard County School teach-

ers to reserve and use to teach their stu-

dents about sea turtles. In August, the 

Inwater Research Group and Brevard 

County Parks and Recreation Depart-

ment – Riverwalk Park – donated a sec-

ond Turtle Trunk. The Education Depart-

ment now has the Darker Skies/Darker 

Beaches Turtle Trunk available for Bre-

vard County teachers as well. 

The Turtle Trunk programs were created 

by the Inwater Research Group with 

funding from the National Save the Sea 

Turtle Foundation. These traveling trunk 

programs introduce students to various 

aspects of sea turtle biology through in-

quiry-based learning and firsthand experi-

ences. Each program is contained in a 

large wheeled trunk that local teachers 

can borrow at NO COST.  Trunks contain 

all the hands-on materials and lessons 

teachers will need to introduce their stu-

dents to the world of sea turtles, and the 

biologists who study them over the 

course of four lessons. Trunks are de-

signed for K-12th grade classrooms. All 

lessons are aligned with NGSSS.  Teach-

ers may borrow the program for two 

weeks.    

STPS is happy to have both the turtle 

trunk programs and is very grateful to 

Riverwalk Park/Brevard County Parks 

and Recreation Department and the In-

water Research Group for donating the 

Darker Skies/Darker Beaches Trunk to 

us. We’re very excited about the pro-

grams and being able to help educate our 

local students about sea turtles.  For 

more information or if you are interested 

in reserving either of the Turtle Trunks, 

please contact our education Department 

at education@seaturtlespacecoast.org. 

—Becky Aud, Director of Education 

New trunks 

 take turtle education 

 on the go 
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