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Turtle Krawl 5K
This year’s Turtle Krawl 5K is going virtual. Let’s come together as a community
to support sea turtle conservation while staying apart. The event will be Sept.
12 through Sept. 15, and participants can run, walk, or krawl whenever and
wherever they choose. Registration is now open.
In many ways, a virtual event makes it easier for everyone to participate, so
please share the registration information with family, friends, neighbors and coworkers.
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Update from the Chair
To our members,
Thank you to everyone for your continued understanding, dedication, and support
the past four months. It has been heartwarming to see our group join together to
continue our conservation efforts and help the community.
Please take a few minutes to read this newsletter and see what has been happening
within our organization and what plans are being made as we look ahead. Moving
forward, STPS is transitioning to online and remote options where possible.
Summer has arrived, and here in Central Florida that means both visitors and sea
turtles are on our beaches. Each year during this time, our organization fields dozens
of calls, messages and reports about disruptive human behavior impacting sea
turtles. This year is no exception. By teaching others how to share our beaches
during sea turtle nesting season, each of us can make a difference. The guide on
the STPS website is a great resource.
For any questions or concerns, please email stpschair@seaturtlespacecoast.org
or board@seaturtlespacecoast.org.
Take care,
Susan Skinner
STPS Board of Directors Chair
Director of Communication
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What’s Happening in STPS
Online and Remote Options
STPS has been working to transition to online and remote options for programs, trainings,
and meetings where possible and as needed. The August monthly meeting will be held on
Zoom, as were the June and July meetings. Turtle Talk 101 and Volunteer Orientation also
will be available via Zoom in the coming weeks. To register for these events, or to find
more information, please visit the calendar on the STPS website.

Nesting Surveys

The nesting survey program continues to work with limited team members based on FWC
guidance. STPS volunteers had recorded 273 nests through the July Fourth weekend. The
first marked nests have hatched, and evaluations are being conducted for these nests.

Night Walks

Night walks currently are on hold, but no final decision has been made on the season.

STERP

More than 120 volunteers completed the annual training this spring for the Sea Turtle
Emergency Response Program and have received Letters of Authorization issued by the
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Beach Cleanups

The STPS monthly beach cleanups at Coconut Point Park and Cherie Down Park have
been canceled through August. More information on a September beach cleanup will be
available soon.

Turtle House and Turtle Nest OPEN

Both of our STPS locations are open. The Turtle House in Indialantic is open from 11 am to
4 pm Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. The Turtle Nest kiosk at the Port is
open from 9:30 am to 3:30 pm Saturdays and Sundays, weather permitting. Our online
store also is available on our website if you prefer to shop at home.

Member News
As of June, the Sea Turtle Preservation Society has 783 memberships with a total
of 980 members.

Amazon Smile

Doing lots of online shopping these days? If you're on Amazon, then please try Amazon
Smile. It's the same deals with the added bonus that you'll support the Sea Turtle
Preservation Society.
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World Sea Turtle Day on June 16 has always been a big day for the Sea Turtle
Preservation Society, and this year was no exception.
STPS celebrated with a nine-day virtual celebration beginning on World Oceans Day,
June 8, and wrapping up on World Sea Turtle Day, June 16, as STPS celebrated
renowned sea turtle conservationist Archie Carr’s birthday.
The virtual event included daily educational messages and activities as well as
virtual story times, giveaways, exclusive merchandise and a fundraiser for STPS
conservation efforts.
Thank you to everyone who participated in this event and supported STPS
fundraising efforts. Together we can make a difference.
STPS also had the opportunity to be part of a larger celebration, Sea Turtle Week
2020. This virtual event brought together more than 100 sea turtle groups from
around the world to share the message of sea turtle conservation. Visit
seaturtleweek.org and the Loggerhead Lowdown blog on the STPS website to see
these messages.

Order a World Sea Turtle Day shirt

https://mailchi.mp/af67f0fb0527/check-out-whats-happening-in-the-sea-turtle-preservation-society

6/11

7/8/2020

Subscribe

Check out what's happening in the Sea Turtle Preservation Society

Past Issues

Translate

$10,000 donation to STHC
In conjunction with World Sea Turtle Day, the Sea Turtle Preservation Society
matched $10,000 in donations to benefit the Brevard Zoo’s Sea Turtle Healing
Center and would like to thank everyone who supported this effort.
STPS recognizes the essential role the center plays in sea turtle conservation in
Brevard County, and during these difficult times wanted to ensure that the facility
could continue to provide critical emergency and rehabilitative care to sea turtles.
By offering a matching donation of up to $10,000, STPS was able to double the
impact of the funds raised. The Sea Turtle Community Challenge, administered
through the Brevard Zoo, in five days raised more than $24,000 for a total of more
than $34,000 with the STPS matching $10,000 donation included.
The Sea Turtle Healing Center opened in April 2014 through a partnership between
the Brevard Zoo and the Sea Turtle Preservation Society, which has continued to
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provide annual financial support. To date, STPS has provided more than $175,000 to
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fund the facility’s operations. These funds, along with the $10,000 matching
donation, have been raised largely through the annual STPS Turtle Krawl 5K event.

Unmasking their talents
By Megan Maynard
In these rapidly changing and uncertain times, many of us have had to change our
routines. Typically, the summer months at Sea Turtle Preservation Society are filled
with night walks, nesting surveys, planning the Turtle Krawl 5K, and other turtlerelated engagements. Many volunteers who look forward to this busy season have
now refocused their attention and volunteer efforts to help the community.
When the coronavirus pandemic first began, the elderly, infirm, and those with
significant co-morbidities were considered highest risk for infection and poor
outcomes. This risk led a local resident and STPS volunteer to ask for assistance in
making masks for the residents in Brevard’s skilled nursing facilities.
Many STPS volunteers stepped up to help, including Helen Bachtell. She soon
recruited her fellow volunteer and neighbor, Nancy Helms, to begin assembling
masks. Together they decided on a mask design and got to work. The skilled nursing
facilities gathered materials, and Helen alone sewed 50 face masks in three days.
https://mailchi.mp/af67f0fb0527/check-out-whats-happening-in-the-sea-turtle-preservation-society

8/11

7/8/2020

Subscribe

Check out what's happening in the Sea Turtle Preservation Society

She was so inspired that she continued to sew masks with a new design (to hold a
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filter) to supply her neighbors and friends in her condo. When elastic was in short
supply, Helen found that ribbon was an easy substitute and kept making masks.
Nancy too immediately started sewing masks, having enjoyed sewing since being
taught at age 10. Their collection of masks were brought to a local skilled nursing
facility where an employee in PPE (personal protective equipment) collected the
masks. When more masks were completed, an employee from the facility traveled to
pick them up, and Nancy recalls his gratitude was palpable. It felt good to Nancy to
give back in uncertain times, and she continued to make masks for her family and
other STPS volunteers.
Not all of us may be as skilled with a sewing machine as these women, but they
remind us of something: we can all make an impact. There are many ways to help
during these stressful times. Help a neighbor, call a friend or family member to check
in, make a meal for a neighbor, walk a pet, or video chat with family members you
cannot visit. You never know the difference in someone’s life you may make.
A big turtle hug to all STPS volunteers who helped and continue to help with the
sewing of masks. Thanks to Helen Bachtell, Nancy Helms, Lori Lewis, Dori Hughes,
Mary Komives, Nancy Johnson, Karen Lewey, Christine Williams, Sara Spurk, and
Kelly Barnes.
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Trunks will reach more students
In May, the Sea Turtle Preservation Society was awarded a $5,000 grant from the
Frank and Alice Arguimbau Charitable Fund by the Community Foundation of
Brevard to purchase two educational trunks from Inwater Research Group. The
purchase of an additional Traveling Turtles trunk and an additional Darker
Skies/Darker Beach trunk will double the number of trunks available through STPS
for Brevard County educators to use, free of charge.
In 2019, the STPS Education Program joined the Inwater Research Group’s initiative
to help teach the next generation of scientists and responsible environmental
stewards by becoming a provider for the Traveling Turtles Trunk program. The
Traveling Turtles trunk teaches the concepts of marine conservation, and students
go on a journey through the world of sea turtles. The Darker Skies/Darker Beaches
trunk introduces the students to the negative impacts artificial light sources have on
nesting sea turtles and hatchlings. Students act as engineers to develop strategies
for protecting sea turtles from artificial light sources.
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During the last five months of 2019, the two initial trunks were checked out to nine
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schools and 614 children benefited. The trunks also were promoted at three events
bringing awareness and advocating to 600 teachers in Brevard County.
The Education team looks forward to sharing these four trunks with Brevard County
students throughout the upcoming school year.
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Stay connected with STPS

Website: seaturtlespacecoast.org
Here you’ll find our Loggerhead Lowdown blog, calendar of events and other information for members and
volunteers.
On social media, you can keep up with STPS, the Turtle House Gift Shop, and the Turtle Krawl 5K on Facebook
and Instagram.
Facebook: Sea Turtle Preservation Society.
You can also keep up with what’s happening at the gift shop by liking STPS Turtle House Gift Shop on Facebook.
Instagram: seaturtleps.
For questions, contact news@seaturtlespacecoast.org
Our mailing address is:
111 S. Miramar Ave.
Indialantic, FL 32903
stps@seaturtlespacecoast.org
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