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plish our mission through both education and conservation programs. In 2021, the

and now connects the community in a more meaningful way with sea turtles and the
threats that they face today.

We would like to recognize the many members, volunteers, and supporters who have
made our sea turtle conservation efforts possible through the years. We could not do
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Board of Directors 2021

Susan Skinner: Chairperson

Kathy LeBresco: Treasurer Amy Durham Shea
Lisa Littleton: Secretary Diana Forman
Dori Hughes: Nesting Survey Permit Holder Lori Loftus
Craig Konkel: Night Walks Permit Holder Jax Maisto
Dan Schaller: Stranding Permit Holder John Pechar

Ken Smith: Transport Permit Holder Noelle Villanueva



The strength and support of our
mission of sea turtle conservation. STPS values each o
our members for their role in helping sea turtles survive.

By sharing the message of STPS, members raise aware-

ness of the plight of sea turtles and the work that needs
to be done. Members are comBmitted to our local sea
turtle conservation efforts, and their membership fees
support these programs.

At the end of 2021, STPS had 832 total memberships with
1,099 members.

Starting this year, all new and renewing STPS members
receive an STPS logo magnet and membership card in the
mail. STPS is excited to add these benefits so members
can show their support for the organization and its mis-
sion to help sea turtles survive. The membership card also
will make it easy to take advantage of discounts available
to STPS members.




turtles survive. To ¢

other electrical work has been comp
ed, and the walls boast a fresh, bright
coat of paint. Next up are new interac-
tive areas that will function as dual dis-
play and storage units. The Sea Turtle
Grants Program, funded by the sale of
Florida’s “Helping Sea Turtles Survive”
specialty license plate, awarded more
than $415,000 to 26 different projects
benefiting Florida sea turtles as part of
the 2021-22 grant funding cycle.

The team of education volunteers also

raises awareness through presentations
and outreach events, as well as programs
such as night walks.



on the beach. This prog
the nesting process while protecting the sea
mit issued by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Comm

STPS offered 35 walks during June and July of 2021, and guests successfully witnessed a
nesting loggerhead on 28 of those dates for an 80 percent success rate. The night walk
team logged 2,500 hours during the course of the season, including more than 30 volun-

teers who participated for the first time.
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Congratulations to the STPS beach cleanup team on earn-
ing the Outstanding Adopt-A-Shore Team Award from
Keep Brevard Beautiful. For part of 2021, STPS offered
beach cleanups as an on-your-own activity. In August,
STPS volunteers resumed monthly beach cleanups at our
two adopted KBB sites: Cherie Down Park and Coconut
Point Park.




STPS Stranding Events - 2021
Total: 278 (173 Posthatchlings & older / 105 hatchlings)
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added to totals
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The STPS stranding and salvage team responds to reports of dead, sick, or injured sea turtles as directed by

the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. STPS also operates a hotline for sea turtle emergen-
cies that is monitored around the clock. The nearly 1,900 stranding calls in 2021 with an average of 157 calls
each month. This program operates under a state permit, and its volunteers have been trained by both FWC
staff and STPS permit holders. This year STPS purchased 18 new Passive Integrated Transponder (PIT) scan-
ners for use by the stranding team permit listed volunteers. The STPS van was moved to a staging point at
Port Canaveral during 2021 to replace the STPS truck as an emergency response vehicle.

In 2021, the stranding team responded to 278 stranding and salvage events. The official numbers recorded
by FWC are indicated in the green line, which accounts for posthatchlings and older sea turtles. There were
173 posthatchling and older sea turtles assisted by STPS stranding and salvage events in 2020. This included
83 live and 90 deceased sea turtles. The 105 hatchling events lists actual events by team personnel, not the
hundreds of hatchlings actually assisted.

Sea Turtle Emergency Response Program

The weather in 2020 was relatively calm resulting in no activation of Sea Turtle Emergency Response Program
(STERP) volunteers. The STERP combined team consists of STPS volunteers who are annually trained in the
procedures and then, on call, search the beaches, the hotline monitors, and the transporters who ensure the
tiny turtles make their way to the Brevard Zoo’s Sea Turtle Healing Center. In conjunction with the STPS
stranding team, the STERP program provides beach coverage to search for and rescue post-hatchling sea tur-
tles that are washed onto shore after storms and other weather events. This program is designed to increase
the number of post-hatchling sea turtles that are rescued, rehabilitated and eventually released back into the
ocean. STERP completed its fourteenth year on December 31, 2021. The community response for this pro-
gram continues to be as enthusiastic as the year it was initiated. There were 106 volunteers trained for the
STERP program through webinars during May and June resulting in Letters of Authorization from Florida FWC
to participate in the program.



The STPS Board

Dean Bagley, a researcher with the Unive

Marine Turtle Research Group. STPS has supported Bagley
researching male green sea turtles for several years. For 2021, the
board has named the two male green sea turtles being tracked
with the satellite transmitters. The first is named Everett, in honor
of longtime STPS volunteer Everett Tindall who turned 91 in June.
The second turtle has been named Peter, in honor of STPS found-
er Peter Bandre and the 35" anniversary of the organization in
2021.

In February 2021, Jamie Aquino spoke at the STPS monthly
meeting about her organization, Haiti Ocean Project. STPS collect-

ed needed items for the group through a donation drive at the
Turtle House.

In response to the record-breaking Texas cold-stun event in Febru-
ary 2021, the STPS Board of Directors approved a $1,000 donation
to Sea Turtle, Inc. in South Padre Island to help with the sea turtle
emergency.

The STPS Board of Directors in October approved a $10,000 dona-
tion to the Brevard Zoo’s Sea Turtle Healing Center.
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ral Soap Co. After the finish of this year’s race, STPS hosted a sea turtle release on the beach at Nance
Park. A young juvenile green sea turtle, named Cousin It, was released after spending time recovering at

the Brevard Zoo's Sea Turtle Healing Center after stranding March 6 at Oceanside Paradise Resort.




Each year the Sea Turtle Preservation Society celebrates World Sea Turtle Day on June 16, which is Archie
Carr's birthday. This year, we decided one day — or even one week — was not enough, and events were
planned throughout the entire month of June. Thanks to everyone who participated in these events and
activities — including our first ever online auction -- to support our sea turtle conservation efforts.

On World Sea Turtle Day—June 16, the Brevard Zoo’s Sea Turtle Healing Center partnered with STPS to
hold the healing center’s first public release in more than one year. A rare Kemp’s ridley sea turtle named
Wandering Wylie was released into the ocean at Lori Wilson Park in Cocoa Beach after three months of
care at the facility. STPS volunteers were on hand at the release to educate the public as well as assist
with crowd control. Back in March, STPS volunteers responded when this Kemp’s ridley sea turtle strand-
ed in Cocoa Beach and got the turtle to needed care at the healing center. STPS and the Sea Turtle Heal-
ing Center also coordinated on several other public sea turtle releases in 2021.
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The Turtle House in

Port Canaveral provide an educational oppo
tors as well as offering merchandise for sale that helps fund
STPS programs.

Sea Turtle Preservation Society

111 South Miramar Ave.

Indialantic, FL 32903

Office: 321-676-1701

Sea Turtle Emergency Hotline: 321-206-0646
seaturtlespacecoast.org

STPS is a registered 501 (c) 3 not-for-profit organization. Contributions are tax deductible as allowable by law. STPS is a grass roots all volun-
teer organization that is not associated with any parent corporation nor supported by any government funding. There are no financial stake-
holders or a single owner that profits from any of our fundraising activities. The source of our funding is through our proceeds from a multi-
tude of fundraising activities and events including Turtle Krawl 5K, Turtle Walks, gift shops, membership dues and donations. The proceeds
from our fundraising efforts are used to pay for items needed to support our headquarters and various programs (rent, insurance, equipment,
supplies and transportation). STPS relies on the efforts of its dedicated volunteers to accomplish essentially all of our tasks. The only exception
is that we pay to staff one person at each of our gift shops (Turtle House and Turtle Nest) when they are open. A copy of the official registra-
tion for STPS may be obtained from the Florida division of consumer services by calling toll-free within the state. Registration does not imply
endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state. The toll-free number of the department is (800) HELP-FLA (435-7352) when calling
from within the state of Florida, or (850) 410-3800 when calling from outside of Florida. The department's website is http://www.fdacs.gov/
ConsumerServices. The Sea Turtle Preservation Society serves the community without discrimination on the basis of race, religion, color, gen-
der, sexual orientation, national origin, age, marital status or mental/physical disability. Photographs taken during specific STPS activities
(Stranding & Salvage, Transport, Nesting Surveys and Turtle Walks) are auBthorized under FWC Marine Turtle permit numbers MTP-067, MTP-
142, MTP-169 and MTP-258.



