
 

Our Mission Since 1986: Helping Sea Turtles Survive 

STPS Member Newsletter Fall 2026 

Memorable Milestones Inside This Issue 

Itõs been a banner year for STPS with so 
many major milestones. First, we celebrated 

our 40th Anniversary, and now, we just cel-
ebrated the 25th Anniversary of our Turtle 
Krawl 5K. Congratulations to our entire 

Turtle Krawl team! Learn more about the 
race and see photos of participants and vol-

unteers on pages 2 through 5. 

Another big milestone was our recent Turtle 
House move to Satellite Beach in August. 

Thanks to all our wonderful volunteers who 
helped with the packing and cleaning. In 
addition, we decided to close our Turtle 

Nest kiosk at Port Canaveral and consoli-
date everything into one location. Be sure to 

come see us at our new Turtle House in 
Satellite Beach for our soft open on October 
2nd. For now, get a sneak peek at the new 

Education Center and Gift Shop on page 6. 

Weõve had a really good nesting season, and 
Floridaõs FWC Research Institute is predict-

ing a record year for loggerheads and leath-
erbacks. Also, check out the STPS 2026 

Nest Count Totals on page 10.  

Weõve accomplished so much this year ð 
and over the last 40 years ð thanks to our 

wonderful members, volunteers, support-
ers, sponsors, and friends. Thank You! 
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Quick 
Links 

https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/thanks-for-a-wonderful-shell-a-bration/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/thanks-to-our-turtle-house-packing-volunteers/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/thanks-to-our-cleanup-crews/
https://myfwc.com/research/
https://www.facebook.com/FWCResearch/posts/pfbid02n1dihSXRLtvVK3LfEqUWu94cDUoga6dbUnAApr5Ka2QQYrCsbEJWMBkN7aeKbEKgl
https://www.facebook.com/FWCResearch/posts/pfbid02n1dihSXRLtvVK3LfEqUWu94cDUoga6dbUnAApr5Ka2QQYrCsbEJWMBkN7aeKbEKgl
https://www.facebook.com/FWCResearch/posts/pfbid02n1dihSXRLtvVK3LfEqUWu94cDUoga6dbUnAApr5Ka2QQYrCsbEJWMBkN7aeKbEKgl
http://www.seaturtlespacecoast.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SeaTurtlePreservationSociety/
https://www.facebook.com/STPSgiftshop/
https://www.instagram.com/seaturtleps/
https://twitter.com/seaturtleps
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjgDuuGzVJpU1JiydXbCtQA
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/


 

Congratulations to Our Entire 2026 Turtle Krawl Team! 

Many thanks and congrats to this yearõs Turtle Krawl team for a great success! This is the 

first year for Race Director Jeff Gazaway and Volunteer Coordinator Sandy Cuddeback 
(shown below). Additional team members are former Race Director Cyndi Stinson, former 
Volunteer Coordinator Silvia Bryan, Sponsorship Coordinator Robin Courtney, Social Me-

dia Coordinator Kris Marvin, and Treasurer Kathy LeBresco. Great Job Everyone!!! 

A Thank You Message from Jeff and Sandy 

òWhat an incredible Turtle Krawl! Thanks to all the truly 

amazing people who made this event possible. The Turtle 
Krawl is our biggest annual fundraiser, helping us con-
tinue our mission: Helping Sea Turtles Survive. This year, 

1,527 participants signed up to run, walk, and support 
our sea turtles. Behind every one of them was an incred-

ible team of over 100 volunteers who didnõt simply show 
up ð they poured their hearts and incredible energy into 
this event. Every volunteer played a part in creating the 

incredible experience that made this day so special. To 
each and every one of our volunteers: THANK YOU!ó 

Thanks to All Our Volunteer Photographers 

Special thanks to all our volunteer photographers Terri Watkins, Nate Goter, and Daniel 

Mendoza from Fluttering Shutters Photography, plus Cindy Lang, Nancimarie Figueroa, 
and Aubry Forsyth for all their great pictures of this yearõs race. See highlights here: 2026 

Turtle Krawl Highlights. See all of their photos here: 2026 Turtle Krawl Photos. 

Celebrating 25 Years of Our Turtle Krawl 5K 

This year, our Turtle Krawl 5K was Extra Special. Not only was it the 25th anniversary of 
the race, but we also had a sea turtle release afterwards! Learn more about the rescue 

and release of the juvenile green named òElishaó on page 8. 

Our Turtle Krawl 5K Winners 

Listed below are a few of this yearõs winners. See all the race results 
here: 2026 Turtle Krawl 5K Results. 

¶ Top 3 Overall Males: 1. Logan Chapman, 2. James Chapman, 
and 3. Steve Hedgespeth. 

¶ Top 3 Overall Females: 1. Sarah Simonetti, 2. Marina Nazario, 
and 3. Natalie Anderson. 

¶ Top 3 Teams: 1. Power of Pizza, 2. Tropical Run, and 3. DC 
Roofing. 
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Turtle Krawl 

Director  
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https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/thank-you-turtle-krawl-5k-volunteers/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/thank-you-turtle-krawl-5k-volunteers/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-silvia-bryan/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-robin-courtney/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/meet-our-new-volunteer-co-coordinators/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-terri-watkins-by-debra-bryant/
https://www.flutteringshuttersphotography.com/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-cindy-lang/
https://flutteringshuttersphotography.pixieset.com/quickreleaseturtlekrawl/
https://flutteringshuttersphotography.pixieset.com/quickreleaseturtlekrawl/
https://flutteringshuttersphotography.pixieset.com/turtlekrawl2026/start/
https://www.turtlekrawl.com/race-history
https://www.turtlekrawl.com/race-history
https://www.runningzone.com/09-12-2026-turtle-krawl-5k-indialantic-fl/
https://dcroofingflorida.com/
https://dcroofingflorida.com/


 

Race Highlights 

Special thanks to volunteer Terri Watkins of Fluttering Shutters Photography for creating 
the 2026 Turtle Krawl Photos website for all 18,000 pictures that our volunteer photo-
graphers took at this yearõs race! Photos below are by Terri Watkins and Nate Goter. 
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Photo: Terri Watkins 

Photo: Nate Goter Photo: Terri Watkins Photo: Terri Watkins 

Photo: Terri Watkins Photo: Terri Watkins Photo: Nate Goter 

https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-terri-watkins-by-debra-bryant/
https://www.flutteringshuttersphotography.com/
https://flutteringshuttersphotography.pixieset.com/turtlekrawl2026/start/


 

Our Turtle Krawl Volunteers Are So Awesome! 

Thanks to all our amazing, hard-working volunteers who made this yearõs race a great 

success. Weõre so grateful to ALL of you! Thank You!!! See a few of our race-day volun-
teers below plus more here: Race Volunteers. To see our volunteers at pre-race activities, 
check out the STPS blog òThank You Turtle Krawl 5K Volunteers!ó Many thanks to volun-

teer Cindy Lang for her photos below. 
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https://flutteringshuttersphotography.pixieset.com/turtlekrawl2026/boothsvolunteersparticipants/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/thank-you-turtle-krawl-5k-volunteers/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-cindy-lang/


 

Thanks To All Our 2026 Turtle Krawl 5K Sponsors 

To learn more about a sponsor, click on their logo below to visit their website. 

Grand Leatherback 
Sponsor 

 

 

 

Leatherback Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Loggerhead Sponsors 

 

 

Kempõs Ridley Sponsors 
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https://qtsdatacenters.com/
https://www.portcanaveral.com/
https://porterderm.com/
https://cfbrevard.org/
https://www.dcmarineconstructionfl.com/
https://reefrealtyflorida.com/
https://www.fyzical.com/
https://www.kudoboard.com/boards/U6J14FBe
https://www.ronjonsurfshop.com/
https://turtletowels.com/
https://www.flutteringshuttersphotography.com/
https://www.runningzone.com/
https://www.launchcu.com/
https://slugabug.com/
https://www.lesliejordan.com/
https://coastalhealth.org/
https://southpatrickanimalhospital.com/
https://spacecoastrunners.org/


 

Turtle House Move to Satellite Beach ð August 

Thanks to all our volunteers who did an AMAZING job 

packing up and cleaning out the old Turtle House in 
Indialantic. We appreciate all your time and effort help-
ing us with our big move to Satellite Beach. Shown right 

are volunteers Kris and Louise wrapping a large display 
case. See more of our packing and cleaning volunteers in 

the STPS blogs: òThanks to Our Turtle House Packing 
Volunteers!ó and òThanks to Our Cleanup Crews!ó  

We Couldnõt Do It Without You! 
Thank You!!! 

Sneak Peek at Our New Turtle House 

Weõre busy putting the finishing touches on our 

new Turtle House including some new Stranding 
Educational posters. Come visit us at 1300 A1A in 
Satellite Beach when we open in early October. 

Canõt wait to see inside? Take a sneak peek below! 
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Inside Our New Turtle House Education Center and Gift Shop. 

https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/thanks-to-our-turtle-house-packing-volunteers/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/thanks-to-our-turtle-house-packing-volunteers/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/thanks-to-our-cleanup-crews/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/contact-us/visit-us/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Stranding_Educational_Posters.pdf
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Stranding_Educational_Posters.pdf


 

Juvenile Green Rescued at Jetty Park, Port Canaveral ð March 11th 

Stranding volunteers Carrie Hinojosa, Autumn Neilson, and Danette Kane responded to a 
call to our Emergency Hotline about this little green entangled in fishing line near Jetty 

Park Pier. When they arrived, the juvenile was swimming offshore, just out of reach. So, 
Carrie asked a nearby fisherman to hook the line and pull the turtle closer to the shore. 
Then, they netted the little green and found that it had fishing line wrapped around its 

neck and flippers. See photos below which were taken by another helpful bystander. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carrie transported the juvenile to Brevard Zooõs Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Center for med-

ical treatment. Because both Carrie and Autumn got pretty wet during this rescue, the 
zoo staff named the little green òSoggy Bottomó for fun. To learn more, see the zooõs blog 
òReleasing Soggy Bottom the Green Sea Turtle.ó 

òSoggy Bottomó Released at Lori Wilson Park ð June 30th 

After three and half months in rehab, the juvenile was ready to go home. Carrie, Autumn, 
and some other STPS volunteers (see photos below) joined the crowd to watch òSoggy 

Bottomó return to the ocean. 

 7 

MTP-169 MTP- 
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STPS volunteers Cindy Lang and Autumn (right) at the release. Photos by Cindy Lang. 

https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-autumn-neilson/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-danette-kane/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/emergency-information/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Jetty+Park+Pier,+Port+Canaveral,+FL+32920/@28.4080936,-80.5920618,1109m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m10!1m2!2m1!1s%22jetty+park%22!3m6!1s0x88e0a6586230ebf9:0xd5f1a2f52adc9f3d!8m2!3d28.4080889!4d-80.5894869!15sCgwiamV0dHkgcGFyayKSAQV0cmFpbOABAA!16s%2Fg%2F11bx24gzhz?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDcwOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Jetty+Park+Pier,+Port+Canaveral,+FL+32920/@28.4080936,-80.5920618,1109m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m10!1m2!2m1!1s%22jetty+park%22!3m6!1s0x88e0a6586230ebf9:0xd5f1a2f52adc9f3d!8m2!3d28.4080889!4d-80.5894869!15sCgwiamV0dHkgcGFyayKSAQV0cmFpbOABAA!16s%2Fg%2F11bx24gzhz?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDcwOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://brevardzoo.org/conservation/conservation-programs/sea-turtle-rehabilitation-center/
https://brevardzoo.org/news/releasing-soggy-bottom-the-green-sea-turtle/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lori+Wilson+Park/@28.3371463,-80.6120599,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88de1d68746843c9:0xb7cfc3085442b65!8m2!3d28.3371416!4d-80.609485!16s%2Fm%2F0k7m6mt?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDcwOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-cindy-lang/


 

Juvenile Green Rescued at Indian Harbor Beach ð March 5th 

Stranding volunteer Linda Rutland rescued this little green at 
Bicentennial Park in March. During her assessment, Linda 

found the juvenile to be lethargic and underweight (see her  
rescue photo right). Then, Linda transported the sick green to 
Brevard Zooõs Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Center for treatment. 

While at the zoo, the little green was named after Elisha Harris 
who was a pioneering American physician and public health  

expert in the 1800s. When the emaciated green arrived at the 
rehab center, it only weighed 5.7 pounds. But after six months 
of treatment, it weighed 14.3 pounds! Many thanks to the zooõs 

staff for taking such good care of little òElisha.ó 

òElishaó Released at Nance Park After the Turtle Krawl 5K ð Sept. 12th 

The now healthy juvenile green got a great send-off to the ocean from STPS volunteers, 
Turtle Krawl 5K participants, and members of the public after the race. Many thanks to 

Cindy Lang for her great photos of the release below. See more photos here: 9-12 Release. 
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MTP- 

169 

https://www.indianharbourbeach.org/Facilities/Facility/Details/Bicentennial-Beach-Park-4
https://brevardzoo.org/conservation/conservation-programs/sea-turtle-rehabilitation-center/
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/American_Medical_Biographies/Harris,_Elisha
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-cindy-lang/
https://flutteringshuttersphotography.pixieset.com/seaturtlerelease/


 

Nest Inventory, Cocoa Beach ð July 30th 

Check out our Nesting Survey volunteers in action! STPS Permit Holder Sherrie Williams 
and several members of her team conducted nest inventories in late July on multiple 
nests that they had marked earlier in the season. After the hatchling emergence period, 

they excavated the contents of the nests and counted the hatched and unhatched shells 
to determine the success rate. In one nest, they found a live baby sea turtle! Our Nest 

Survey teams follow the Statewide Nesting Beach Survey (SNBS) program of Floridaõs 
FWC, and all nest survey activity is conducted under Marine Turtle Permit (MTP) 067. 
Sherrie schedules all the nest inventories, keeps track of all the findings, and sends the 

data to Florida FWC. Thanks to volunteer Cindy Lang for the great photos below. 
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MTP-067 

Volunteers Autumn & Melanie. 

Nest #1 

One Live 

Hatchling, 

131 

Hatched, 

153 

Total Eggs. 

 

Nest #2 

92 

Hatched, 

127 

Total Eggs. 

 

Nest #3 

120 

Hatched, 

134 

Total Eggs. 

Released Hatchling Volunteers Jennifer & Judi. 

MTP-067 

Volunteers Dave & Melanie. 

MTP-067 

https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/program/nesting-surveys/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-dave-and-sherrie-williams/
https://myfwc.com/research/wildlife/sea-turtles/nesting/monitoring/
https://myfwc.com/research/wildlife/sea-turtles/
https://myfwc.com/research/wildlife/sea-turtles/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-cindy-lang/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-autumn-neilson/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-melanie-hagen/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-jennifer-powell/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-dave-and-sherrie-williams/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-melanie-hagen/


 

STPS 2026 Sea Turtle Nest Count Totals 

Many thanks to all our Nesting Survey volunteers this season. On September 15th, our 
teams finished their nest counts for the year and documented a total of 374 nests in our 
two-mile survey area in Cocoa Beach. See the number of nests for each species below. 
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https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/program/nesting-surveys/


 

Thank You 2026 Night Walk Volunteers! 

Many thanks to all our Turtle Night Walk volunteers for another successful season. 

Youõre Totally Awesome!!! 
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https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/program/turtle-walks/


 

Turtle Coast Sierra Club ð June 28th 

Co-Chair and Education Director Linda Perry had a great time talking with 20 members 
of the Turtle Coast Sierra Club. Being nature lovers, they were very enthusiastic about 
learning about sea turtles and asked great questions. In addition, they wanted to know 

about other wildlife which can be seen on our shores during winter, specifically northern 
gannets. Luckily, Linda used to volunteer at the Florida Wildlife Hospital for 6Ĳ years, so 

she was able to answer their questions about these seabirds. Linda was assisted by vol-
unteer Louise Schuster who took the photo below of Linda giving the presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

La Petite Academy, Palm Bay ð July 15th 

Volunteer Coordinators Kris Marvin and Nikki Nelson met over 40 little ones, ages 2 to 

11, at the summer camp at La Petite Academy to teach them all about sea turtles. Kris 
even dressed up in a cute sea turtle costume to make it extra fun! As you can see below, 
the kids were totally fascinated. Great job Kris and Nikki! (Photos by Nikki Nelson.) 
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https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/stps-volunteer-of-the-year-linda-perry/
https://www.turtlecoast.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_gannet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_gannet
https://floridawildlifehospital.org/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/meet-our-new-volunteer-co-coordinators/
https://www.lapetite.com/your-local-school/palm-bay-fl-7387/


 

Sea Turtle Educational Display, Melbourne Beach Public Library ð July 

Check out our Facebook video òProtecting Sea Turtles Starts with Educationó which 

features Co-Chair and Education Director Linda Perry showing off our new educational 
display at the Melbourne Beach Public Library. The display includes four posters (three 
shown below) which emphasize the importance of keeping our beaches clean, flat, and 

dark during nesting season. It also has sea turtle models, replica skulls, and replica sea 
turtle eggs. Our display was on view for the entire month of July at the library. 
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STPS  

Posters  

Designed by 

Volunteer 

Coordinator 

Kris 

Marvin. 

See  

Close-ups 

of Each 

Poster 

When You 

Watch the 

Video. 

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1569281321234778
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/stps-volunteer-of-the-year-linda-perry/
https://www.brevardfl.gov/LibraryServices/LocationsAndHours/MelbourneBeach
https://www.acornnaturalists.com/sea-turtle-egg-display.html
https://www.acornnaturalists.com/sea-turtle-egg-display.html
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/meet-our-new-volunteer-co-coordinators/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/meet-our-new-volunteer-co-coordinators/


 

Americaõs 250th Birthday Celebration, Port Canaveral ð July 3rd 

Our volunteers Charlotte and Dennis Lawyer and Sherry Martin had a great time cele-
brating our countryõs 250th birthday at Port Canaveral. The òSmoke on the Water & Fire 

in the Skyó event included a beautiful fireworks display, lots of fun family activities, food, 
and music. Many thanks to Dennis and Charlotte for the photos below. 
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https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-charlotte-and-dennis-lawyer/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-sherry-martin/
https://www.portcanaveral.com/media-center/latest-news/blog/2026/06/22/smoke-on-the-water---fire-in-the-sky--fireworks-celebration-set-for-friday--july-3-at-port-canaveral
https://www.portcanaveral.com/media-center/latest-news/blog/2026/06/22/smoke-on-the-water---fire-in-the-sky--fireworks-celebration-set-for-friday--july-3-at-port-canaveral


 

U.S. Coast Guard Day, Port Canaveral ð August 4th 

STPS volunteers joined Coast Guard mem-
bers and their families at the Port Canaveral 

Coast Guard station to celebrate their 236th 
birthday and honor the service of the men 
and women of the U.S. Coast Guard. Watch 

this Facebook video of guard members in 
action: ò236 Years of Service to Our Nation.ó 

Thanks to all the members of the Coast 
Guard and to our volunteers Linda Rutland, 
Jerry Lemon, and Charlotte and Dennis 

Lawyer who attended the event and provided 
two of the photos below from the celebration. 
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Photo courtesy U.S. Coast Guard. 

Photo by Charlotte Lawyer. Photo by Jerry Lemon. 

Photo courtesy U.S. Coast Guard. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/US+Coast+Guard/@28.4159459,-80.6227983,995m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x88e0a63cdc219e47:0x858589a289a68816!2s9235+Grouper+Rd,+Port+Canaveral,+FL+32920!3b1!8m2!3d28.415872!4d-80.6204531!16s%2Fg%2F11lgv4t1vs!3m5!1s0x88e0a7b15d4c6d27:0x4101773ea39d1af0!8m2!3d28.4152535!4d-80.6207369!16s%2Fg%2F1tfpw24l?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDgwOS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/US+Coast+Guard/@28.4159459,-80.6227983,995m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x88e0a63cdc219e47:0x858589a289a68816!2s9235+Grouper+Rd,+Port+Canaveral,+FL+32920!3b1!8m2!3d28.415872!4d-80.6204531!16s%2Fg%2F11lgv4t1vs!3m5!1s0x88e0a7b15d4c6d27:0x4101773ea39d1af0!8m2!3d28.4152535!4d-80.6207369!16s%2Fg%2F1tfpw24l?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDgwOS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1060268523261270
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-linda-rutland-and-jerry-lemon/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-linda-rutland-and-jerry-lemon/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-charlotte-and-dennis-lawyer/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-charlotte-and-dennis-lawyer/


 

2026 International Coastal CleanupÈ (ICC) ð September 19th 

Each year, millions of people participate in this annual 
cleanup created by the Ocean Conservancy in the mid-

1980s. The Ocean Conservancy partners with volunteer 
organizations and individuals around the world to re-
move trash and debris from beaches and waterways. In 

Brevard County, they coordinate with Keep Brevard 
Beautiful which conducted multiple cleanups through-

out the county on September 19th. STPS had ICC events 
at Cherie Down Park and Val M. Steele Park. Shown 
below are our volunteers Jennifer, Cindy, and Claudia 

who joined members of the public and other volunteers at 
Val M. Steele Park for their cleanup. See more pictures in 

the STPS blog, ò2026 International Coastal Cleanup.ó 

Thanks to Everyone Who Participated! 

STPS Monthly Beach Cleanups 
Saturdays from 9 AM to 11 AM 

Locations: Val M. Steele Park and Cherie Down Park 

See the STPS Event Calendar for More Information. 
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Left: Volunteers Jennifer, Cindy, and Claudia at Val M. Steele Park (9-19-26).  
Right: Cindy and Jennifer with debris they picked up. Photos by Cindy Lang. 

https://oceanconservancy.org/work/plastics/cleanups-icc/
https://oceanconservancy.org/
https://keepbrevardbeautiful.org/
https://keepbrevardbeautiful.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Cherie+Down+Park/@28.3918399,-80.5995366,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88e0a7acfce5aeb7:0x2da24ea72213d390!8m2!3d28.3918352!4d-80.5969563!16s%2Fg%2F1tl8ljbs
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Val+M.+Steele+Park/@28.0223317,-80.5358332,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88de15eb7c4c6eb5:0x4df2055021876430!8m2!3d28.0223317!4d-80.5358332!16s%2Fg%2F11ymm0n4j5?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDkxNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-jennifer-powell/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-cindy-lang/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/2026-international-coastal-cleanup/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/calendar/event-calendar/


 

Satellite Beach Council Votes to Create an Ordinance to Allow Leashed 
Dogs on Beaches South of Hightower from Nov. to Feb. at Specific Times 

After a four-month pilot program at the beginning of the year, the Satellite Beach City Coun-
cil planned to vote to allow dogs on their beaches year-round at their May 6th Meeting. Many 

residents of Satellite Beach, including STPS volunteers, urged them to postpone the vote and 
do more research on the issue. At the end of the meeting, the council directed the cityõs Re-

creation and Sustainability Boards to discuss the topic and provide a recommendation to the 

council. (For more info, see STPS Summer 2026 Turtle Times Newsletter, page 16.) 

The two boards held two Joint Workshops on July 14th and August 19th. At the July meeting, 
multiple experts and Satellite Beach residents spoke. Experts included the cityõs Police Chief 
and Deputy Chief, STPS Communications Director Joel Cohen (shown below), Brevard Zooõs 

Shannon Gann, and Florida FWC. Joel  
gave an extensive presentation to sup- 

plement the STPS opposition letter sent  
to the council in April and the informa- 

tion he provided at the May meeting.  
Joel stated several important facts.  

Globally, Satellite Beach has a high sea  
turtle nesting density with 350 nests  

per mile in an average year. In April, a  
rare Kempõs ridley nested on Satellite Beach. As of July, STPS had nine predated nests in 

Brevard, and some were disturbed by dogs. Although dog owners are required to pick up after 
their pets, they cannot pick up urine. If a nesting female sea turtle smells dog urine on the 

beach, she may abandon her nesting attempt because sea turtles view dogs as predators. 
Additionally, some dog owners do not pick up their dogõs feces, and one study found dogs 

were the largest contributor of Enterococci bacteria to a Miami beach. This bacterium not 
only contaminates the beach, but also the ocean. Shorebirds also see dogs as predators, even 

if they are leashed, and will fly away in response. Furthermore, sea turtle nesting has started 
as early as February, and hatchling emergence extends into late fall and the winter months. 

Because the impact of dogs on nesting beaches, hatchlings, and shorebirds is severe, Joel 
concluded that there is no safe time of year to have dogs on the beach. 

At the August 19th workshop, the Assistant City Manager provided the results of their public 
survey and some operational realities from the cityõs staff. Because of the difficulty of enforce-
ment, the staff recommended the board members do an all-or-nothing vote on the issue. After 

a debate and hearing comments from the public, the members voted 7 to 3 to recommend to 
the council that dogs should NOT be allowed on the beach at any time of day or year.  

Despite the recommendation from the cityõs two boards and public opposition, the council 
voted 3 to 2 at their September 9th Meeting to task the cityõs staff to create an ordinance to 

allow permitted residents to walk leashed dogs from Hightower Beach south from November 
to February from 6 AM to 10 AM and 4 PM to 8 PM. After the staff write the ordinance, the 

council will have a first and second reading where it can be amended. See the councilõs future 
meetings on the Satellite Beach City Council website. 
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Photo Courtesy the City of Satellite Beach 

https://www.cfpublic.org/environment/2025-12-04/satellite-beach-approves-dog-friendly-beach-pilot-program
https://satellitebeach.cablecast.tv/show/513?site=1&query=05-06-2026
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/STPS_Newsletter_Summer_2026-FINAL.pdf
https://satellitebeach.cablecast.tv/show/530
https://satellitebeach.cablecast.tv/show/541
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteer-spotlight-joel-cohen/
https://brevardzoo.org/conservation/conservation-programs/sea-turtle-rehabilitation-center/
https://brevardzoo.org/conservation/conservation-programs/sea-turtle-rehabilitation-center/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/STPS-SatBeachDogs2026.pdf
https://satellitebeach.cablecast.tv/show/513?site=1&query=05-06-2026
https://www.facebook.com/joellikestophoto/posts/pfbid03MqkFQhgfxGDBoMdctfVArPiAjc3pWH7EzuhNZ6kAtntdAiA1RAxSjWuwhnquNxFl?rdid=njoSRYwMSGv2HGDO
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0025326X09002793
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enterococcus
https://satellitebeach.cablecast.tv/show/541
https://satellitebeach.cablecast.tv/show/544
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hightower+Beach+Park/@28.1944035,-80.6047046,15z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88de1af0d7d86f45:0xf897b2b2ed0881ba!8m2!3d28.1943854!4d-80.5944049!16s%2Fg%2F11c0vk5ml2?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDkyMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.satellitebeach.gov/government/city-council/


 

Jen Reilly, Loggerhead Marinelife Center (LMC) ð August 6th 

This month, we met Senior Biologist Jen from LMC which is a non-

profit dedicated to sea turtle research, rehabilitation, education, and 
conservation. Jen has a Master's degree in Marine Conservation and 
Policy and oversees LMCõs morning sea turtle nesting survey program. 

She was born deaf and founded LMCõs American Sign Language (ASL) 
guided education programs in 2018 and helped establish their Deaf 

Internship Program in 2021. Jenõs presentation gave an overview of 
her nesting survey research and included her insights on the day-to-
day life of a deaf sea turtle biologist. 

When she was young, Jen was always interested in marine biology. In high school, she 

took it as an elective and went to a Marine Biology summer camp for deaf students. After 
graduating from Long Island University with a BA in Biology, she did a 3-month intern-

ship in Hawaii. She didnõt get to see any sea turtle nesting until the very last night on 
Maui when she watched a nesting hawksbill. It was such an amazing experience, Jen  
decided that she wanted to work with sea turtles for the rest of her life. 

After getting her Masterõs degree at Stony Brook University, she became a Nesting Field 

Technician at LMC for three years. Then in 2018, she became a Field Operations Assis-
tant before getting her current job as Senior Biologist and Research Operations Manager. 

Whatõs Jenõs day-to-day life like? Because their nest surveys begin at 5 am, Jen gets up 

at 3 am to get ready. She and her colleagues survey an 8.5-mile stretch of beach for log-
gerhead, leatherback, and green nests from March through October. LMC has collected 
nesting data for over 45 years! Their surveys document nest and false crawl counts; GPS 

locations of all crawls; nest inventory data; sand and nest temperatures; and mapping of 
escarpments, high water lines, and vegetation lines. 

Typically, LMC researchers count 15,000 nests per year. However, so far this year, theyõve 

counted over 17,000 nests. This includes over 13,000 loggerheads (a new record), over 
3,000 greens, and 300+ leatherbacks. Also, on May 18, 2026, they documented the first 
olive ridley nest in Florida. Jen shared a video of the nesting female and said that after 

the eggs hatched, they took genetic samples from the nest to find out if the hatchlings are 
100% olive ridleys or hybrids. They will post their findings on LMCõs Facebook page.  

In addition to nest surveys, LMC researchers have placed satellite tags on over 2,200 sea 
turtles since 2001. Use this link to see their sea turtle tracking map. To learn more about 

LMCõs research, events, tours, and experiences, please visit their website below. 

Website: Loggerhead Marinelife Center Free Admission 

Address: 14200 U.S. Highway 1, Juno Beach, FL 33408 

Hours Daily Events Tours & Experiences 
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Jen Reilly 
Photo courtesy LMC 

https://marinelife.org/
https://marinelife.org/research/morning-program/
https://marinelife.org/research/morning-program/
https://marinelife.org/first-ever-olive-ridley-sea-turtle-nest-in-florida/
https://marinelife.org/first-ever-olive-ridley-sea-turtle-nest-in-florida/
https://www.facebook.com/loggerheadmarinelifecenter
https://marinelife.org/research/night-time-program/
https://marinelife.org/research/night-time-program/
https://marinelife.mapotic.com/
https://marinelife.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Loggerhead+Marinelife+Center/@26.8844397,-80.0565178,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88df2a4c0b7fd0c9:0x2ba578baf9662fc4!8m2!3d26.8844397!4d-80.0565178!16s%2Fg%2F11cs5wwgw6?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDcxNS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://marinelife.org/plan-your-visit/
https://marinelife.org/daily-schedule/
https://marinelife.org/tours-experiences/


 

Craig Wallace, Brevard Indian River Lagoon Coalition ð September 3rd 

After retiring in Melbourne in 2016, Craig witnessed a massive algae 

bloom in the Indian River Lagoon (IRL) which caused a fish kill. He 
immediately began working to help clean up the IRL and volun-
teered for several organizations including Brevard Zoo's Restore Our 

Shores and the Marine Resource Council. Heõs also worked with 
UF/IFAS and Florida Tech Marine Sciences before joining the Bre-

vard IRL Coalition (BIRLC). Heõs currently Chairman of BIRLC. 

Craig gave us an overview of the current IRL restoration work and 
the progress of Brevard Countyõs Save Our Indian River Lagoon 
(SOIRL) Program. He also encouraged Brevard residents to vote this 

fall to renew the half-cent sales tax to fund the SOIRL program for 
10 more years. See Renewal of the SOIRL Sales Tax Ballot Initiative. 

Since it began in 2016, the science-based SOIRL Program has completed 140 projects in-

cluding more than 800,000 cubic yards of muck dredged, 119,000+ square feet of oyster 
restoration, 455 septic-to-sewer conversions, and 600+ homeowner septic upgrades. Real 
progress has been made and the IRL is improving. For example, aerial mapping by the St. 

Johns River Water Management District analyzed seagrass growth in the IRL in 2025 and 
found 17,042 hectares of seagrass compared to only 9,924 hectares in 2023. Despite the 

progress over the last 10 years, Craig emphasized that more work needs to be done, and 
the renewal of funding for the SOIRL Program is critical to the restoration of the lagoon. 

Craig explained that the IRL provides food and habitat for thousands of species (e.g., sea 
turtles, manatees) and is a significant economic asset for the county. A healthy lagoon at-

tracts tourists, provides recreation, helps preserve property values, and supports fishing 
and boating. Plus, more than 20% of Brevardõs sales tax is paid by visitors. 

Additional Information from BIRLC: Ways You Can Help Our Lagoon 

BIRLC is looking for volunteers to spread the word to Brevard 

voters about the renewal of the SOIRL half-cent sales tax. For 
more information, see their Volunteer webpage. 

If you are a Brevard resident, BIRLC encourages you to vote 

YES to renew the SOIRL half-cent sales tax this fall. For infor-
mation on voting dates, times and locations, see the Brevard 
County Supervisor of Elections website. 

Learn ways everyone can help the lagoon at home and 
in your neighborhood by watching these BIRLC videos: 

Right Plant, Right Place, Start an Oyster Garden, Just 
Let the Rain Go Down the Drain, and Rain Barrels 
Make a Difference. (Photo courtesy: BIRLC.) 
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Craig Wallace 

https://helpthelagoon.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_River_Lagoon
https://restoreourshores.org/
https://restoreourshores.org/
https://lovetheirl.org/
https://ifas.ufl.edu/
https://www.fit.edu/ocean-engineering-and-marine-sciences/
https://www.brevardfl.gov/SaveOurIndianRiverLagoon
https://www.brevardfl.gov/SaveOurIndianRiverLagoon
https://www.brevardfl.gov/SaveOurIndianRiverLagoon
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/40d4ebbbe7e84feeb5bba215745f67c7/?utm_source=Website&utm_medium=Website&utm_campaign=Maps_Page
https://www.sjrwmd.com/streamlines/district-releases-updated-seagrass-data-showing-continued-expansion/
https://helpthelagoon.org/volunteer/
https://www.votebrevard.gov/Election-Information/Current-Elections
https://www.votebrevard.gov/Election-Information/Current-Elections
https://helpthelagoon.org/how-you-can-help/at-home/
https://helpthelagoon.org/how-you-can-help/in-your-neighborhood/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8a2OyzWlP0&t=11s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4H5o_n-Gvcs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HE37JsqXpCM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HE37JsqXpCM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k3zHoNYtpoo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k3zHoNYtpoo


 

Debra McPherson Written by Lisa Sitek 

When you step into Debraõs lovely home, itõs 
quickly apparent that sheõs enchanted with 
Florida wildlife and scenery as shown by her 
impressive artwork adorning the walls. Her 
passion for sea turtles and the other creatures 
here on the Space Coast is inspiring. Since 
moving to Brevard County with her husband 
Stephen from Kent Island, Maryland in 1984, 
Debra has been enthralled with the areaõs 
abundant wildlife. She recalls that back then, 
sea turtles were not even protected. 

Debra became interested in STPS around 2013.  
In 2016, her then 13-year-old granddaughter 
Natalie wanted to donate a collage to STPS as 
part of a community service project to raise  
awareness about the impact that pollution can 
have on wildlife and ecology. STPS required that  
such donations must come from a member, so  
the whole family attended Turtle Talk 101 and  
formally became volunteers. Natalie created a  
beautiful collage of a sea turtle with pieces of trash sheõd collected from the beach and skillfully 
hid them in the picture. She challenged anyone looking at her artwork by saying, òFind seven 
pieces of trash. If youõre having a hard time finding the trash, imagine how hard it must be for the 
sea turtles to spot!ó The piece was a smashing success. In addition, the story of Natalie and her 
artwork was featured in the 2017 STPS blog article òCheck It Outé Plastics Artworkó by volunteer 
Jill Lankford. 

Thus began a multi-generational tradition of McPherson family-wide participation in STPS 
activities. Several of Debraõs grandchildren regularly help out at beach cleanups. Other family 
members have also contributed through the years, donating their time and talent to the Turtle 
Krawl 5K and other events. Debra has seen the positive impact that volunteering for STPS has 
made on her grandchildren by helping them gain valuable experience and confidence. 

What a win-win situation! Not only does Debra inspire everyone she meets to love and preserve all 
things wild and wonderful in our area, but she gets to watch her grandchildren grow into respon-
sible, caring young adults who appreciate and understand the need to protect the wildlife and 
their habitats. The time sheõs spent volunteering with her grandchildren has deepened their 
relationships and given them valuable opportunities to share and bond with each other. 

In addition to recruiting her entire family to STPS, Debra has been involved in many STPS pro-
grams including Night Walks, Nesting Surveys, Community Events, Educational Outreach, the 
Sea Turtle Emergency Response Program (STERP), and Turtle Krawl 5K. Sheõs also supported 
many STPS volunteer fairs and taken shifts at the Turtle Nest at Port Canaveral. In her role as a 
Speech Pathologist, Debra uses the STPS education materials for students from kindergarten to 
6th grade, and regularly incorporates the subject of sea turtles into her treatment programs to 
educate her patients. 
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Debra with one of her beautiful artworks. 

Photo by Lisa Sitek. 

https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/check-it-out-plastics-artwork/
https://www.turtlekrawl.com/
https://www.turtlekrawl.com/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/program/turtle-walks/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/program/nesting-surveys/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/program/community-events/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/education-2/education-program/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/program/sterp/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a STERP volunteer for the past four years, Debra has spent hours on the beach for multiple 
days during STERP events looking for baby sea turtles that have washed ashore. While searching 
for these post-hatchlings, Debra also looks for opportunities to educate anyone on the beach who 
shows an interest. Last fall during the October STERP event, she met one curious beachgoer.  
After Debra explained that she was looking for wash-backs, the woman started searching too. 
Then, just minutes later, the lady came running up saying òI found one! I found one!ó Debra was 
utterly thrilled to share that exciting moment of rescuing the little post-hatchling. Plus, she may 
have found a potential STPS volunteer in the making! 

In her curiosity to know what happens to rescued post-hatchlings after they are transported to 
Brevard Zooõs rehab center for treatment, Debra became a volunteer there too! Her enthusiasm 
for volunteering is boundless. She now tries to spend several hours per week either volunteering 
with STPS or at the zoo doing òwhatever needs to be done,ó which might involve picking up trash, 
walking the beach, cleaning tanks, feeding the animals, or doing dishes at the commissary. She 
volunteers because she loves it, and to her, this means she cheerfully does whatever is needed. 

Debra donates a portion of the proceeds from the sale of her amazing artwork to STPS. Her art is 
uniquely colorful, textured, and three-dimensional, usually depicting underwater scenes and local 
birds, fish, and of course, sea turtles. She creates a variety of items from framed pictures to mag-
nets, earrings, and coasters, and sells them at the STPS Turtle House. She ensures that her 
pieces are affordable and accessible to anyone who might want to contribute to a worthy cause 
while taking home a beautiful keepsake. See more of Debraõs fabulous art using this link: Debra 
McPhersonõs Art. 

At nearly 72 years old, Debra is a working speech therapist and accomplished artist, and still 
finds time to volunteer for both the STPS and Brevard Zoo. Sheõs articulate and enthusiastic 
about the need to appreciate and preserve our ecosystem and the animals who live here and the 
importance of inspiring the next generation to carry on the work. Debraõs an inspiring example of 
the immense difference one person can make when she puts her mind to it! 
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Left: Debra and STPS volunteers at the 2025 Turtle Krawl 5K. (Photo by Cindy Lang.) 

Right: Debra with her granddaughters Piper and Taylor (December 2024). 

https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/volunteers-rescue-528-baby-sea-turtles-during-sterp-event/
https://brevardzoo.org/conservation/conservation-programs/sea-turtle-rehabilitation-center/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/contact-us/visit-us/
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Debra_McPherson-Artwork_2026.png
https://seaturtlespacecoast.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Debra_McPherson-Artwork_2026.png











